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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
What a morning it must have been. Expecting to be greeted with the
stench of death, they were instead greeted with the sweet odor of new
and abundant life. Although a little confused at first, they soon understood that the empty grave meant new hope for all of God’s creation.
Jesus had said, “Three days and I will rebuild this temple.” But, could he
be trusted? On that morning, trust was made certain. On that morning,
everything changed.

Real God, Real Presence, Real People
Our Mission:
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness
through our loving witness and service to all.

Our Vision:
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are
experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness
to their faith in Jesus Christ.

Traditional Eucharist

Too great an experience for a one-day celebration, we now find ourselves in the midst of the season called Easter-tide, a 50-day celebration
that will continue until the Feast of Pentecost.
But wait, it doesn’t stop there. On the church calendar every Sunday is
considered a mini-Easter. On Sunday, we find ourselves returning once
again to the tomb, the empty tomb, in celebration that our Lord and
Savior, Jesus the Christ, has taken away the one thing that has held us in
bondage. Death is no more. On this side of Easter, we walk in the light
of Christ and the grave is no longer victorious.

Saturdays at 5:30 pm

Knowing this, our lives are lived out differently. As St. Paul has written,
“we do not live life without hope.” Instead, we have a ‘good hope’ that is
found in Jesus and in that hope, we have a “peace that passes all understanding.”
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Sundays at 9:30 am

Contemporary Eucharist

May you be blessed beyond all measure this Easter-tide. May
this time not be another Spring-time right of passage, but instead, a spiritual awakening of what God our Father has made
possible for all of us. And in this possibility, may we all love one
another as we have first been loved, knowing that this same Jesus, risen from the dead, is indeed the one who takes away the
sin of the world. Thanks be to God!
See you in church this weekend!
Pastor Jim.

THIS AND THAT FROM THE PASTOR
WEST SHORE COMMUNITY COLLEGE: Pr. Jim has been invited to offer the Invocation and Benediction at the 49th Commencement of the college on Friday May 3, 2019. He has accepted the
invitation and will be representing Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church at the Commencement.

YOUTH CHOIR: A newly formed youth choir has been rehearsing
on Sundays following the Confirmation Class. New members are
welcomed. The organization of this choir is for me, a witness of
“new-birth” at GSLC. Pray for our youth as they endeavor to serve
our Lord through music. Pray also for our Choirmaster Mark as he
leads them. We are blessed with both Mark and the new choir.
THE PEWS . . . THE PEWS: have finally been reinstalled in the
Nave and look fantastic. I think they are even more comfortable
with the extra padding placed on the seats. The added distance
between them also offers more comfort when entering, exiting, or
simply sitting down on one of them. Many thanks to all who
helped in removing the pews, and then helped in putting the ‘room’
back together. Our Nave is beautiful.
THE MONTH OF MAY: It looks like the month of May is going to
be busy for our parish. Please pay particular attention to the calendar. We don’t want you to miss a thing.
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Good Shepherd Recycles
Recycling paper is one small step we can take toward
being good stewards of God’s creations. The blue bins
you see around the church with the symbol above are
for recycling paper—something we go through a lot
of around here. So if you‘re discarding paper, be sure
to put it in a blue recycling bin. Please, no napkins,
plastic, tissue, paper towels, bubble wrap,
candy wrappers, or styrofoam.

PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE
May 4 & 5

White

Ann Ziehm

May 12

White

Delores Widgren, Mary Gossett

May 18 & 19

White

Sharon Hayden, Micheal Amor

May 25 & 26

White

Sharon Hayden, Micheal Amor

18

OUR VISITORS: Of late, we have been having visitors at both
services. With the campaign we are offering throughout the city,
and for the summer season, we would expect more folks to visit.
Please be sure to stop and say hello to anyone you may not recognize. Double check with them to see if they have completed a
card for record of their attendance. We need this information so
that our ‘MUGGERS’ may follow up on the visit. If Good Shepherd is to grow, we need the power of the Holy Spirit and all of us
reaching out to those who are new within our midst. Don’t be shy
and remember the third thing that Luther states happens when
we received the Eucharist. We are forgiven, our faith is strengthened, and we are given the power to share the Good News of
Jesus.
THANK YOU: Norma and I give thanks for the grace and the joy
that we receive in serving the Good Shepherd Parish. Thanks
especially for remembering us in the gift of the beautiful Easter
Lilies which surrounded the Altar. Thanks also for the many
Easter Cards we received. We are blessed!
PAUL AND LEA ILLIG: After more than almost 20 years of serving in our praise band, Paul have decided to take a break and
step back for a while. Lea has been singing in the band and preparing our 1st service bulletin for sometime as well. On Saturday
May 4th we will honor them at the First Service. All are invited to
attend and say thank you to this amazing duo. Paul will remain
our go-to-guy with our sound systems. Lea will continue to sing in
the Sunday choir. And both will continue working with our Confirmation Ministry. We are blessed because of them. Come join us
as we say, ‘Thank You!’
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AROUND THE PARISH
BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR JIM: Continues on Wednesdays at
10:30 AM.
MIDWEEK EUCHARIST: Continues on Wednesdays at 12:10 PM.

QUILTERS: Meet on Friday, May 3 and Friday, May 17 at 10 AM.
CONFIRMATION: Sunday, May 5 at 9:30. There will be a reception
in honor of the confirmands following the service.
MEN’S BREAKFAST: Tuesday, May 7 at The House of Flavors.
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE: There will be no contemporary service
or fellowship supper on Saturday, May 11 because of Homecoming
Service on May 12.
HOMECOMING SERVICE: Sunday, May 12 at 9:30 AM. A reception
will take place following the service.
REDEDICATION SERVICES: Scheduled for Saturday, May 18 at 5:30
PM and Sunday, May 19 at 9:30 AM. There will be an Open House
on Saturday at 4:30 PM and on Sunday from 1—3 PM.
COMMUNITY TABLE: Tuesday, May 21 at 5 PM.
MEMORIAL DAY: The office will be closed on Monday, May 27 for
Memorial Day.
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THANK YOU NOTES

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

To Our Good Shepherd Volunteers:
To all the Lenten soup, bread, and dessert makers,
To all who moved furniture, cleaned , and installed stuff,
To all who took care of the bulletin boards and signage,
To all who adorned the Sanctuary with lilies and new paraments,
To the musicians, choir members, and choir master,
To all the Lent, Holy Week, and Easter service volunteers,
To everyone that helped with and contributed to the Easter brunch,
And all volunteers I my have forgotten to mention,
Many, many thanks for making the seasons of …...

Rest in Peace
“We have once again been reminded that
we have not here an abiding city.”

Jeanne Veach
++++++++++++++++++++++

Good Sheperd Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your recent donation of food to our MANNA
Pantry! We are so blessed to have the support of Our local churches!
God Bless,
ECHO His Love Staff

A long-time congregation member,
passed away in Grand Haven, Michigan on April 1, 2019.
A memorial service will be held at 11 am on Saturday, May 18 at
St. James Presbyterian Church in Redford, Michigan. Visitation will take place
thirty minutes prior, at the church. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made
to Lakeshore Assisted Living-income based program at lakeshore.baruchsls.org
or Heritage House and Homestead Farm Museum in Essexville, P.O. Box 103,
Essexville MI. To send a message of sympathy to the family, to sign Jeanne's
guestbook or to share a memory, please visit www.MichiganCremation.com.

++++++++++++++++++++++

A Message from Our Safe Harbor Coordinator:

.

As servants of the Lord, we strive to be God’s Hands, Feet and Voice in
the world. In pursuit of that purpose, we work to feed the hungry, shelter those in need, share the Good News, and try to make the world a
better place to live in. Our time serving Safe Harbor did just that. The
overwhelming generosity of volunteer, meals, clothing, blankets, pillows, hair-cuts, set-up, clean-up, fellowship, laughter, tears made a
difference. Thank you for the prayers, support, and amazing volunteers
who logged over 450 hours of service. Serving those in need is not an
east task nor is it always foremost on our minds. It is a reminder that
there are many who continue to need our help. For one week Good
Shepherd’s family offered respite to those in need facing a harsh world.

“I am the resurrection and the Life”

How incredible is that.
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FROM THE CHOIRMASTER

The world is hurting. The world needs Jesus and he has called us. The
remodeling of the Church is a perfect time to invite people to church.

Everything is changed, now.

Most important, it’s time to invite them to Jesus. We are called to

The hymn we sang to end the Vigil on Holy Saturday and to start the
service on Easter Sunday puts it this way. Love’s redeeming work is
done. Alleluia!

Love. After seeing the success of Safe Harbor and Team Jesus, I am
excited to see what else we can accomplish when we are working for
Jesus! Let’s shower the world in Love. Working together we can and

Done. Over.

will make a difference in the world.

Winter, over. Alleluia!

God’s Blessings

Lent, over. Alleluia!

Dawn Brown

The Three Days, over. Alleluia!
Everything is changed, now.

Team Jesus Update

Everything?
Well, many things.

Let’s start with music, since that’s kind of my specialty.
There is more of it, for starters. And it’s more joyful—praiseworthy,
as the canticle at the Vigil put it. On Sunday morning, an exuberant
burst from the organ sets the mood for the gathering hymn. At the
end of the service there is usually a trumpet tune. The somber Lord
Have Mercy has given way to the jubilant This is the Feast of Victory
for Our God. The organ again accompanies the psalm. Throughout
the service, alleluias are sung.

And, the liturgy itself changes during the seven Sundays of Easter.
The service begins, not with confession, but with a thanksgiving for
baptism. We hear and feel the water—a reminder of the night when,
with candles lighted, the water was blessed and we were sprinkled.
The Paschal Candle is lighted near the altar—when the fifty days of
Easter are over, it will move to stand at the font, lighted for funerals
and baptisms. The first readings are no longer from the Old Testament, but rather from the Acts of the Apostles. The second readings
6

Team Jesus Project #4 raised $1470 for Little Mary’s Hospitality House in Wellston and also resulted in many
items that were purchased and donated as requested by
Little Mary’s to fill its needs. Thank you to everyone that
contributed to this amazing ministry! As we have said
before, everyone giving just a little each week can cumulatively make a real difference in people’s lives!
This weekend we begin donating our change and dollars
to benefit the North American Lutheran Seminary. The
NALC has designated May as North American Lutheran
Seminary month and requested congregations to finacially support the seminary. We will use the Team Jesus proceeds through the month of May to support the NALS.
Please give what you can, but we pray that all will give a
dollar per week. Thank you so much for your generosity.
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come from the book of Revelation, glimpses of the new Jerusalem
where it will be Easter forever. The creed is now Nicene. The Lamb of
God is absent during these festive weeks, and the people of God go out
with a shout of alleluia.

STEWARDSHIP NOTES
Showered in Love
We are called to Love. Recently our church participated in Safe Harbor. For one week our church housed the homeless. This was one of
the most rewarding weeks of my life. Did you know that many of the
people that stayed with us are employed? There were 3 people who

worked at area restaurants, one person that worked at the fruit packing plant and one person who was disabled but volunteers at the
friendship center. One of our guests was working on her Bachelors in
Psychology and is in her last semester. One of the ladies that stayed
donated 12 inches of her hair to Lock of Love.
While visiting with the guests in the shelter we were able to get to
know them and their stories. While talking with them we learned
that the hardest part of being homeless is the judgment they feel from
society. Most people aren’t aware they are the working poor.
While staying at Good Shepherd the guest were made to feel at home.
The congregation came together in so many ways to make this hap-

Everything is changed, now.
But what about us?
Water and fire and songs are merely superficial if they never lead us
into deeper fellowship with our Lord and with each other.
And we learn that fellowship in community.
In the early church, the weeks of Easter were a time for the newly baptized to be apprentices, and for the faithful to learn ever more deeply
what it means to be church together. Faith is not simply taught in confirmation class and Sunday school. It is caught by living in community
with each other. Jesus said, “Come and see.”
So during these Easter weeks, what are we showing? Are we sharing
our faith stories with each other? Are we treating each other with love,
respect and dignity? Do we see each other as daughters and sons of
God, drowned, like ourselves, in those baptismal waters and brought
to life through the power of the Spirit? Does that change the way we
live together in the community of Good Shepherd?
Christ is risen!

pen. It was nice to see people from the congregation playing games

Everything is changed, now!

and just socializing with the guests.

Alleluia!

As the guest was preparing to leave we made sure to let them know

MarkS

that this was God’s house and they always had a place here. We invited them to come back to one of our services to be filled with the word
and even a meal if they came on Saturday evening. I am happy to say
one of the guests has returned and say she will return as her work
schedule permits. Thanks be to God!
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“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of
music is the greatest treasure in the world.”
Martin Luther
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MILESTONE BIRTHDAY COMMEMORATION
Longtime parishioner and former choirmaster,
Ed Knaffle, turns 99 years old on May 2nd. Let’s shower
him with birthday cards. His address is
5960 Eastern Avenue, SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508.

Looking ahead…

BOOK SALE FUNDRAISER
For Our Youth
Although the date
hasn't been set
yet, we have begun collecting
books for a summer sale. All proceeds go toward
youth activites.
So if you are doing your spring cleaning, please consider donating your
books, CD’s, DVD’s, albums, etc. to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
Please, no encyclopedias.

8

13

PARISH PRAYER CONCERNS
Manistee County Medical Care 1505 Parkdale Ave.
Leona Amerell , Doris Bowling, Mary Kukla

Green Acres Retirement Community 1835 12th Street
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Gary Hansen, Lois Rosenow, Bob Tobey

Prayers for those in the military
Alana Bergstrom
James Dutkavich
Thomas Dutkavich III
and all those who are serving or have served.

Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends
Audrey Ann Amburgey
Jack Bauman
Kelly Bjorkquist
Shirley Blakeslee
Doris Bowling
Rose Marie Brinkley
Keith Brown
Jackie Burmeister
Aiden Chambers
Cora Cook
Diana Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich, Jr.
Marc Edmondson
Jane Fortier
Jim Friesner, Sr.
Pat Garber
Rick & Terry Guthridge
Gary Hansen
Marion Hilliard
Lea Illig
John K.
Rick Kaminski

Ed Knaffle
Betty Lytle
Jon Madsen
Donna Meduna
Anthony Metiva
Tammy Sue Metiva
Phyllis Miller
Norm Olson
Donna O’Rorke
Heather P.
Jane Reeves, daughter of
Bob & Ruth Skiera
Vickee Sawhill
Dale & Laura Shoemaker
Randy Skiera
Bill Smith
Dale Sparks
Laura Stefanski
Mark Steigenga
Bob Tobey
The family of Paul Geist
The family of Tom Mateer
The family of Jeanne Veach
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
MAY BIRTHDAYS
2

Deborah Kelley

2

Edmund Knaffle

3

James Friesner, Jr.

4

Dan Jankwietz

5

Sue Majkszak

17

Terry Gutheridge

Patricia Thomas

19

Davina Delagrza

Sally Wolverton

23

Brian Linke

Miley Jankwietz

27

Jessica Desio

11

Madison Antal

27

Dolores Widgren

11

Brenten Vartyak

29

John Ziehm

12

Chuck Wolverton

30

Debbie Anderson

15

Mary Gossett

30

Terry Anderson

16

Amanda Mikula

31

Al Kukla

5
5
7

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2

Jim & Amy Wojciechowski

3

Gordon & Amy Grant

4

Jim & Marian Hilliard

5

Chris & Cindy Sobaski

18

Gary & Coby Lange

28

Bob & Lois Schultz

28

Noe & Debbie Solis
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Minutes of February 26, 2019 Council Meeting
Approved 3/26/19
Meeting called to order by Chuck Wolverton at 630 PM.
Present: Gary Schlinkert, Bob Skiera, Dawn Brown, Chuck Wolverton, Paul Illig,
Dennis Mikula, Ruth Skiera, Pastor James Friesner
Excused: Chris Amor, Gary Lange, Ron Gardin, Jackie Harms, Walt
Seidelman.
Prayer by Pastor Jim.
Council training session on continuing resolutions conducted by Chuck Wolverton. Motion by Gary Schlinkert to have committee liaisons review pertinent resolutions then submit revisions and updates at the April Council meeting. Seconded by Dawn Brown. Motion carried.
Notes: The last Strategic Plan can be considered defunct.
The personnel Committee is not included in the Continuing Resolutions.
Motion by Dennis Mikula to approve a revised agenda that includes “Sign” to
item XVIII Correspondence and “Communication” as item “d” in XII
New Business. Seconded by Gary Schlinkert. Motion carried.

Motion carried.
Property Report: Bob Skiera to inquire about salting the parking lot. Dennis
Mikula to look into the operation of the motion lights in restroom.
Old Business
Call Committee: Actively working despite being scattered across the
country for the winter. No deadlines have been set.
Voting Member List: Pastor Friesner to coordinate with Sue Majkszak, Finance Secretary, who maintains the data base of members
and attendance.
Ad Hoc Decorating Committee (for the main floor): Will have at least
one more meeting before disbanding.
New Business
Cleaning of the Church: Motion by Gary Schlinkert to authorize
up to $3000 for cleaning. Seconded by Pastor Friesner. Motion carried.
Ad Hoc decorating committee for Fellowship Hall: Motion by
Gary Schlinkert to approve a committee. Seconded by Dennis
Mikula. Motion carried.
Draft Cash Handling Procedures: Draft to be given to Sue Majkszak. Finance committee will review the draft.
Communication: Dawn Brown led a discussion regarding the importance of improving communications within the Church.
Correspondence/Communications: Discussion regarding sharing Good Shepherd’s electronic sign with other churches.

Public Comment: None
Motion by Dawn Brown to approve minutes of January Council meeting. Seconded by Dennis Mikula. Motion carried.
Note: Job descriptions will be provided to Council members for the April
meeting.
Pastor’s Report presented by Pastor Friesner.
Note: Workshop for service volunteers postponed and rescheduled for April.

Ministry Reports submitted by Worship & Music, Youth & Family, Christian
Education, Stewardship, Finance, and Property committees.
Public Comment: Sandy Mikula commented that Good Shepherd has been
like a family and the fellowship is appreciated. She also commented that, in
the past, there were often activities for couples to participate in.
The meeting ended with The Lord’s Prayer and was adjourned at 8:37 PM.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion by Pastor Friesner to approve amended year-end
report. Seconded by Dennis Mikula. Motion carried.
Motion by Dawn Brown to approve January report. Seconded by Bob
Skiera. Motion carried.
Motion by Gary Schlinkert to pay the bills. Second by Dennis Mikula.
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Note: The minutes of this meeting have been edited to fit the newsletter format. To view the official minutes, please go to our website at http://
www.gslcman.org/ .
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