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Reformation Sunday 
10:30 am, October 31, 2021 

 

“You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 

 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 

be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 

world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets 

us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 

freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians 

will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELIC LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MANISTEE, MICHIGAN 
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WELCOME 
 

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord 

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  

Amen 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



3 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

GATHERING VOLUNTARY  
“Fanfare: A Mighty Fortress” - David Cherwien, 1980 

 

All who are able stand for the hymn. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  
                    “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW 517 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and 

comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their 

enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
All are seated. 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

A reading from Jeremiah: 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord.   But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people.  No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                       Sung by all.                                  Psalm 46 

God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

 a very present | help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

though its waters | rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the | break of day. 

The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 

The Lord of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 

 what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 

    and burns the | shields with fire. 

“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; 

    I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
| | The Lord of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 

    and to the | Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now and will | be forever. 

    A | - - men. 
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SECOND READING  
Romans 3:19-28 

A reading from Romans: 
 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human 

being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 

for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  now, apart from 

law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 

by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith 

in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 

his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present 

time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who 

has faith in Jesus.  Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. 

By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For 

we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 

prescribed by the law. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL 

John 8:31-36 

 John 8:31-36 

For Reformation, the Holy Gospel comes to us from the 8th 

Chapter of the Gospel of John: 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 

my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 

What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  Jesus 

answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin 

is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the 

household; the son has a place there forever.  So if the Son makes 

you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
All are seated. 
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HOMILY                                                            Pr. Greene Pr. Greene 

 

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      
                                   “A Mighty Fortress is our God” ELW 504 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

CONFIRMATION - Affirmation of Baptism 

 

Confirmation marks the completion of the congregation's program 

of confirmation ministry, a period of instruction in the Christian 

faith as confessed in the teachings of the Lutheran Church. Those 

who have completed this program were made members of the 

Church in Baptism. Confirmation includes a public profession of 

the faith into which the candidates were baptized, thus 

underscoring God's action in their Baptism. 

 

These people [Speak their names] have been instructed in the 

Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation of their 

Baptism. 

 

P          Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public 

profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the 

life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus 

Christ received you and made you members of his Church. In the 

community of God's people, you have learned from his Word 

God's loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been 

[nourished at his holy table and] called to be witnesses to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which 

we baptize. 
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Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 

empty promises? 

 

I Do. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS are said. 

 

P Let us pray for those who are affirming their Baptism, and 

for all the baptized everywhere: That they may be 

redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of sin and 

death: Lord, in your mercy, 
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 hear our prayer. 

 

P That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace   

and truth: Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

P That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your 

holy Church: Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

P That they may be sent into the world in witness to your 

love: Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

P That they may be brought to the fullness of your peace and 

glory: Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you 

intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in 

Holy Baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear 

his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good 

news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 

people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 

 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each Confirmand answers in turn: 

 

 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 

Confirmands kneel at the altar rail. 
 

P Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made 

these men and women your own. You forgave them all 

their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 

strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in 

them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
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knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

 

P Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in [name] the gift 

of your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her 

life, empower him/her in his/her serving, give him/her 

patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life.  

 

P  Peace be with you 

Confirmand: Peace be with you.  

 
Confirmed return to their seats. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 
 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may 

say “Peace be with you” or similar words.  

 

Then, all are seated while the meal is prepared. 

 

When the table is set, all who are able stand at the invitation of the 

presiding minister. 
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GATHERING ANTHEM  
             "Let the Praise Go 'Round" -William Boyce  (1711-1779) 

 

Hallelujah! Sing and rejoice. Praise the Lord! Praise Him: Let the 

sound go 'round, let our praise abound, sing we hallelujah. 

 

 

MEAL 
 

All who are able, stand. 

 

Let us pray, 
 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 

and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most 

holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.  You so loved the 

world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but have eternal life.  We give you thanks 

for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   

 

 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving  

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 

Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 

own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 

body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live 

as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

                                                                                                                            
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 

our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are  

yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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All are seated. 

 

LAMB OF GOD              Sung by all. 

 

 

 
When all have communed, the assembly stands. 

. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  
                                    “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING HYMN 

                                            Lift Every Voice and Sing” ELW 841 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SENDING VOLUNTARY  

      “Intonation: A Mighty Fortress”  

                                                      - Hans-Heinz Haase (1916-1964) 
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Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Reformation Day 
Not Ashamed 

 
 

 
In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of 

“Lutheran heritage” day, a time for singing chorales and 

remembering the theological reforms of the sixteenth century that 

gave birth to Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is 

placed on the church’s need for continual reform; the church’s 

history is secondary to an emphasis on the issues and needs of the 

church today. Both approaches have much to commend them. 

But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. 

In Jeremiah we are reminded of a new covenant and the promise 

that God will forgive, the promise written on our hearts. In 

Romans Paul brings the full force of the law to bear on our lives: 

“since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Romans 3:23). With this reality, how can we have any hope apart 

from divine grace? Finally, in the gospel reading from John we are 

reminded that our freedom comes from Christ alone. We are 

neither bound to the past nor slaves to our anxieties of the present. 

Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful 

proclamation: “God is our refuge and strength.” The God we know 

in the person of Jesus is the one we can turn to in times of crisis, 

the one we call upon in times of fear, the one we trust to pour out 

mercy and forgiveness upon us. This Jesus is our solid foundation. 

In a world of chaos, confusion, and change there is a constant: the 

enduring and life-giving grace of God. 

On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we 

are not ashamed of this good news, this gospel. 
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Presiding Minister 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffray Greene, STS 

Organist and Cantor 

Mark Allen Steigenga 

Contemporary Worship Leader 

Kasey Briske 

 

 

 

A congregation of THE NORTH AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

521 Cypress St., Manistee, MI 49660, (231) 723-7161 
Website: http://gslcman.org,  Email: gslc49660@gmail.com 
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You are cordially invited for  
refreshments & fellowship  

after the service  
in celebration of our confirmands: 

 
 

Meridith Dalke 

Damien MacEntaffer 

Kaleb Shoemate 

Shayla Tetzlaff 

Vincent Williams 

Mya Ziehm 

Mitchell Ziehm  

  


