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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
I love Jesus. I do. And while I cannot tell you when the relationship began, I have always known that Jesus loved me. Some may ask, how do
you know? What makes you so sure? My certainty comes from both St.
Paul and Luther who have each stated in their own way, “to believe . . .
it is a gift of faith”. This gift of knowing Jesus has simply, always been.
I’ve tried to walk away, I have. And in doing so, I have made some pretty
poor choices along the way. But this one thing remains. There is within
me this ‘pull’, this ‘tug’ that keeps me in His embrace. The words of St.
Augustine, “Our hearts are restless, until they can find rest in in you.”
have always been real to me.

Real God, Real Presence, Real People
Our Mission:
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness
through our loving witness and service to all.

Our Vision:
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are
experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness
to their faith in Jesus Christ.

Traditional Eucharist
Sundays at 9:30 am

Contemporary Eucharist
Saturdays at 5:30 pm
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Restless indeed. On one hand longing for the release of this experience of
Christ, and on the other, begging that He will not let me go. An old hymn
of the church describes my struggle in this way, “O Love that will not let
me go, I rest my weary soul in thee.” How wonderful that rest.
As I have made this journey called life, I have come to understand, that
this salvation I know, is not about my coming to Jesus, but instead, it is
about Jesus’ coming to me, or to us. In a more recent Gospel song, that
understanding is expressed in these words.
“The gulf that separated me from Christ, my Lord
It was so vast the crossing I could never ford;
From where I was to His domain, it seemed so far
I cried, D
" ear Lord, I cannot come to where you are."
He came to me, He came to me
When I could not come to where He was, He came to me
That's why He died on Calvary
When I could not come to where He was, He came to me”

Soon, we will once again celebrate God coming to us, in our human existence, in our broken and sinful ways God has come to us. God tried many
other ways to bring redemption to His creation, but it was only in His own
Incarnation that we are we redeemed. That incarnation was the birth of
Jesus, Emanuel; ‘God with Us’.
We begin the season of Advent, a time of preparation, and then as we celebrate with the season of Christmastide, or the sometimes called the 12
Days of Christmas which begins with the Nativity of Our Lord, on December 24th, I invite you to prioritize your days in the weeks ahead so that
we can prepare and celebrate together God’s coming to us. Our worship
services are always better when the whole family is here. It is where Jesus comes to us once again in the bread and in the wine, to forgive, to encourage, and to empower each of us that we might share this Good News.
See you in church this weekend,
Pr. Jim+
To hear the song, “He Came to Me” go to: https://youtu.be/2MsgOvfccu0

AROUND THE PARISH
BIBLE STUDY W/PASTOR JIM: Every Wednesday at 10:30 AM
MIDWEEK EUCHARIST: Every Wednesday at 12:10 PM.
CHOIR REHEARSAL: Every Wednesday at 7 PM.
PRAISE BAND REHEARSAL: Every Thursday at 7 PM.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES: Every Sunday at 11 AM. No class on Sunday,
December 29.
YOUTH GROUP: 7th—12th Grade. Every Sunday at 6 PM. Wonderful
things are happening with our youth ministry. Paul and Lea Illig have
once again, taken the charge to lead our youth. The youth group is now
meeting each Sunday night from 6 to 8 pm, and they are adding to their
numbers every week. Pray for the Illigs and our youth as together they
follow Jesus.
MEN’S BREAKFAST: 8 AM, Tuesday, December 3 at House of Flavors.
QUILTERS: Quilters meet on Friday, December 6 and Friday,
December 20 at 10 AM.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Meets Monday, December 9 at 6:30 PM.
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THANK YOU NOTES
Thank you for remembering me during Pastor Appreciation Month in
October. Your cards and gifts of appreciation were a blessing to me.
Thanks also to the Church Council who honored me with a gracious gift
card for Applebee’s. I was truly surprised. It is so good to be part of the
Good Shepherd team as together, and with the Holy Spirit’s direction ,
we discern what God would have us to become.
- Pastor Jim
++++++++++

Thanks to all Quilters for your time & talent and in packing up the
quilts & school bags to send to Lutheran World Relief. A heartfelt
thank you to the congregation of GSLC for your generosity in in Noisy
Offering. In addition to sending $125 for the cost of sending the quilts
& school bags & $20 for the truck to transport them, $648.06 was sent
to Lutheran World Relief to help in their work.

- Mary Gossett
++++++++++
Thank you all for your well wishes and prayers. It is so great having a
Church Family like ours. God bless and keep
each and every one of you.
- Dianna Dutkavitch and husband Tom Dutkavich

TEAM JESUS PROJECT #8
Team Jesus Project #8 began in November and will continue through
the Christmas season. The proceeds of this latest project will be the
“Adopt-a-Family” program. A Christmas tree with name tags will
soon appear. Your are invited to take a tag from the tree and purchase a gift for a family.
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
December Birthdays
3
3
7
7
8
9
10
12

DARTBALL: 7 PM on Thursday, December 12 at home vs. Trinity
Onekama.
PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Will not be meeting in December.

Rosemary Preuss
Tom Raines
Sean Sobaski
Amanda Willim
Marian Hilliard
Linda Young
Kelly Vartyak
Bob Wurstner

16
18
18
20
21
22
25

Char Roossien
Jean Schwerin
Eva Delagarza
No’el Solis
Don Cameron
Michael Kelley
Linda Papes

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: Will not be meeting in December
SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE: Monday, December 6 at 10:30 AM.
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Monday, December 16 at 6:30 PM.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Will not be meeting in December.
YOUTH & FAMILY COMMITTEE: Will not be meeting in December.

COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 PM at Friesners.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Tuesday, December 24 at 7 PM.

December Anniversries
Mike & Sue Ennis

December 2

Mike & Debbie Kelley

December 22

CONGRATULATIONS


To Amy Wojciechowski, PhD, who was recently named as the Interim Director at the Armory Youth Place (AYP). AYP focuses on
providing a safe environment where young people from grades 612 can build community and be encouraged in their educational,
emotional, physical and Christian spiritual development.
 To Kaleb Shoemate for his stellar performance in the Manistee
Middle/High School play “ Vanderpool & Field Resuscitated."
Bravo, Kaleb!
8 AM, Tuesday, December 3
at
The House of Flavors
All men in the congregation & their friends
are welcome to meet on the first Tuesday of
each month for coffee, conversation and
whatever they chose from the menu.
No reservations!
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CANDELIGHT SERVICE: Tuesday, December 24 at 11 PM.
CLOSINGS: The Church office will be closed on Wednesday, December
25 & Wednesday, January 1. Merry Christmas & a Blessed New Year!
A Note About Safe Harbor: Due to a lack of support and changes to
the rules of Safe Harbor, Good Shepherd has stepped away from
the program for the season of 2019-2020.

DARTBALL SCHEDULE
7 PM, Thursday, December 12

COOKIE SEASON
Cookie season is upon us! Once again, Good Shepherd will be providing
cookies & holiday cheer at West Shore Bank on Friday, December 6
from 9 am—5 pm in exchange for a $500 donation to the Church. We’re
looking for volunteers to bake cookies (can be dropped off at Church or
at the bank the day before) as well as host the cookie table.
Sign up at Church or call the office if you can help.
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PARISH PRAYER CONCERNS
Manistee County Medical Care 1505 Parkdale Ave.
Leona Amerell , Doris Bowling, Mary Kukla, Donna O’Rorke

Old Business
Installation of Security Cameras – Complete.
Message Monitor Responsibility is still in progress. To be included
as “Old Business” on the October meeting agenda.

Green Acres Retirement Community 1835 12th Street
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Gary Hansen, Lois Rosenow, Bob Tobey,
Irma Thompson, Al Kukla

Appointment of council liaisons to committees. (See directory of Council members.) Each liaison to fill out and submit a Budget Request Form by Wednesday, October 16.

Prayers for those in the military
Alana Bergstrom, James Dutkavich, Thomas Dutkavich III, Spencer Linke

New Business
Finance Committee voted to discontinue online giving with Heartland
and possibly transfer to Tithe.ly. Pastor Jim Friesner called the
question. All were in favor.
Motion by Pastor Jim Friesner to approve the third quarter benevolence. Seconded by Missy Amor. Motion carried.
Chris Amor reported a decline in attendance at Community Table
dinners, increased difficulty in finding volunteers, and rising
costs. Beginning 1/1/20, Community Table will be serving on the
first and third Tuesday of the month rather than every Tuesday.
Motion by Chris Amor to request a church budget to purchase
food & paper goods. Seconded by Sandra Zupin. Motion carried.
Ron Gardin inquired as to whether the NALC was informed of the
Call of Pastor Jim Friesner and if Pastor Jim had formally accepted
the Call. Pastor Jim answered affirmatively to both inquiries.
Motion by Dennis Mikula to table discussions on the proposed Covenant for Pastor Jim Friesner. Seconded by Jackie Harms. Motion
carried. The Covenant will be included as “Old Business” on the
October Council meeting agenda.

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

Rest in Peace
“We have once again been reminded that
we have not here an abiding city. ”

Doug Jensen
A memorial service for long-time congregant Doug Jensen took place
on Wednesday, November 6 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
.
++++++++++++++

Sue Bosschem Keuchenmeister
Sister to Paul (Ginny) Bosschem, passed away on November 4, 2019.
A memorial service will be held on November 25 at Faith Lutheran Church
in Clay, Alabama.
“May God grant peace to their
memory, comfort to their families,
and grace to us all as we seek to
live our lives to God’s glory.”

Correspondence/Communication: None
Committee/Ministry Reports – Motion by Pastor Jim Friesner to accept
ministry reports by unanimous acclamation. Seconded by Sandra Zupin. Motion carried.
Chris Amor reported that the Good Shepherd Thanskgiving Potluck is
scheduled for Sunday, November 10.
Motion by Chris Amor to Adjourn. Seconded by Dennis Mikula.
Meeting adjourned ad 8:20 with The Lord’s Prayer.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, October 22 at 6:30 PM.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Minutes of September 24, 2019 Regular Council Meeting
Approved 10/22/19
Our Mission: To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace
and forgiveness through our loving witness and service for all.
Our Vision: To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness
are experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where
all witness to their faith in Jesus Christ.
Meeting Called to order at 6:40.

Present: Ron Gardin, Bob Skiera, Debbie Kelley, Chris Amor, Dennis
Mikula, Micheal Amor, Debbie Hansen, Ruth Skiera, Pastor Jim
Friesner, Walt Seidelman, Sandra Zupin, Jackie Harms
Guest: Sandy Mikula
Spiritual Reflection-Prayer: Pastor Jim Friesner
Motion by Ron Gardin to approve the agenda with the addition of
“Community Table” as c) under New Business and “NALC Acceptance of Pastor Jim as Pastor” as d) in New Business. Seconded by Sandra Zupin. Motion carried.
Walt Seidelman provided council members with a diagram that shows
how Roberts Rules of Order can help meetings run efficiently.
No public comment.
Motion by Dennis Mikula to approve the minutes from the August 27,
2019 meeting with the subsitution of “September” for “October
in New Business a). Seconded by Micheal Amor. Motion carried.
Motion by Sandra Zupin to accept Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by
Debbie Hansen. Motion carried.
Motion by Pastor Jim Friesner to approve payment of the bills. Seconded by Sandra Zupin. Motion carried.
Pastor’s written report submitted.
Ron Gardin withdrew a motion to adopt the Good Shepherd By-laws
dated 9-24-19. Ron then motioned to accept the By-laws dated
9/24/19. Dennis Mikula seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends
Alan & Louise
Sherry Anderson
Olive Baker
Jack Bauman
Kelly Bjorkquist
Shirley Blakeslee
Keith Brown
Jackie Burmeister
Aiden Chambers
Cora Cook
Diana Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich, Jr.
Marc Edmondson
Jane Fortier
Jim Friesner, Sr.
Pat Garber
Rick & Terry Guthridge
Marian Hilliard
Lea Illig
Rick Kaminski
Duane Keith,
Son of Paul Byro
Ed Knaffle
Carol Krull
John Kuenzli
Coby & Gary Lange
Betty Lytle
Brett R. Madsen
Jon Madsen
Pat McGinnis

Anthony Metiva
Tammy Sue Metiva
Pat Murdock
Nicole
Norm Olson
Colleen O’Rorke
Terry & Rose Pierson
Rosemary Preuss
Jane Reeves, daughter of
Bob & Ruth Skiera
Vickee Sawhill
Dale & Laura Shoemaker
Karen Skiera
Randy Skiera
Bill Smith
Dale Sparks
Laura Stefanski
Mark Steigenga
Robert (RT) Williams
The family of Doug Jensen
The family of
Sue Kuechenmeister
The family of Betty Lewis
The family of Charles Preuss
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FROM THE CHOIRMASTER
Most of us at Good Shepherd have grown up with chrismons. They
have decorated the chancel Christmas tree for as long as we can remember—signs of our Master, sparkling in white and gold. We have
been told since Sunday School: White for Jesus’ purity and perfection;
gold for his glory.

Photography by Mark Stegenga

Torchlight flickers from the dripping walls of the tunnel. Dark-robed figures run quickly from niche to niche, trying not to be noticed. All
around them is the odor of death. They are searching for signs of life.
There is a one now, scratched on the rock at the mouth of that second
tunnel, two Greek letters, the monogram of their master. They hurry,
following the sign. Soon the passage widens and they enter the
hypogeum—an underground burial chapel. Other symbols decorate the
walls—crosses and even a fish—telling them they are at the right place.
Without hesitation, they pull on white robes and join others already
gathered. Someone is leading a song. The liturgy has begun.
The scene changes. Snow is falling and the air is crisp as the family pulls
into the parking lot. Together they run quickly toward the door, pulling
their coats up against the cold. Inside is warmth and light, and symbols.
Over there are two Greek letters, a chi and a rho, sparkling in white and
gold. Farther down the hallway hangs the sign of a fish in a beautifully
beaded circle. They pass other symbols on their way, some of them
crosses, all of them chrismons—signs of their Master. They are at the
right place. Others are starting to sing, “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful .
. .” The liturgy has already begun.
Much has changed in the two millennia separating those two scenes.
We no longer hide in catacombs to keep our worship safe. The symbols, however, remain, marking this as the right place.
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This is the season for Good Shepherd to remake its chrismons. Oh, the
old ones will still be used. Perhaps not all on the tree, but many hanging at the door, through the hallway and in the vestibule, saying to all
who enter, “This is the right place; the liturgy has begun, come, follow
the signs and adore Him.”
Advent is our season for preparation. During each of its four weekends
times are set aside for the making of a new generation of chrismons. A
craft room is being prepared in the lower level of the church, and all
ages are invited. In addition, Chrismon-making packets are available to
take home—create your own. Bring some back to church and hang the
rest on your family tree.

Then, at the Family Christmas Eve Service, 7 pm, December 24, we redecorate the Chrismon Tree. With words from Scripture and favorite
songs of the season, we bring forward signs of our Master.
Though chrismons come in as many varieties as our imaginations can
create, they all share one thing; the Name of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. That is our theme for Advent this year: The Names of Jesus.
The Bible gives us dozens and dozens—Names of our Lord. Just for fun,
make a list. See how many you can find.
Our Advent weekend Scriptures give us at least four: Son of Man
(Matthew 24:36-44), Rose (shoot from the stump of Jesse, Isaiah 11:110), Messiah (Matthew 11:2-11), and Emmanuel (Matthew 1:18-25).
The story continues. We are on its pages along with the multitude that
has gone before us; all of us following the signs of our Master, Jesus
Christ. This is the place. Come, let us adore Him!”
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