Thank you, Ann Ziehm!
For all of the time and effort you put into providing
the congregation with a newsletter over the years.
We love and appreciate you so much.
May you enjoy your retirement!
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No one likes difficult days. You know, those kinds of days
that go on and on. The ones that tend to wear you down. Oft
times, in the midst of our difficult days, we spend a lot of energy
wondering and worrying about how it will all work out. Uncertain of what tomorrow will bring, we sometimes add to the difficulty by adding our own subjectivity to the situation which in
turn, conjures up more problems (real and unreal) within our
mind. If not careful, we find ourselves defeated and a bit delusional.
Yet, in those difficult days, and with the grace of God, we can
find our greatest strength and certainty. St. Paul writes:
“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in
this ministry, we do not lose heart . . . For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be
made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and
does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in
the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus
may be made visible in our mortal flesh.
When I arrived in June to serve as your interim pastor,
there was, indeed, a lot of anxiousness, uncertainty, and con1

cern. As a parish we found ourselves in a place that no one
would ever hope to be. We were a people with a lot of pain and
sorrow that was being lived out for all to see.
Perhaps we will never fully understand why things happened
as they did. However, in the midst of our disappointment, we
found the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, patiently waiting to
heal our hurts, exchange our sorrow for joy, and allow, with His
love and mercy, the roots of our faith to grow deeper and
stronger in the grace of our Lord Jesus.
Six months later, we are in a better place. We have learned to
forgive and be forgiven. We have learned to love again as we
have first been loved, and we have learned that regardless the
storm or how strong the winds, our God, who willingly gave of
His son Jesus, is still the One who steadies the sail and directs
this ole Ship of Zion.
Each day, I continue to be amazed at the many ministries that
go on at Good Shepherd for the greater good of others. The
Team Jesus offerings brought water to not one, but three villages
in India. The offerings have helped bring a home to a family in
Manistee who might not have had the opportunity to afford one.
And finally, your outpouring of love and offering, through the
Team Jesus giving will make a difference for not one, two, or
three young women, but instead, for many young women who
are being ministered to through Lighthouse Pregnancy Care Center who have chosen life for their child.
The food drive for ECHO His Love was overwhelming. It took
two SUV’s loaded to the max to move the food from our sanctuary to the food pantry. The mitten tree was filled to capacity and
we made a difference with our Christmas gift giving for three
families. Thank you!
In these past six months, we have made a concerted effort to
re-start many of our committees that had ceased to function.
Although many of them are being operated by a skeletal group
of folks, we have begun to move in the right direction. More
committee members are needed all around. Please consider
sharing the gifts you have been given for the greater glory of
God.
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prayer, finance, & goods.
Thought I would leave you with a few New Year’s resolutions before I run out of room: start your day with devotions,
be more generous with your smiles, shop local whenever
you can, give up your spot in the line at the store, drink
more water, stretch more, set an alarm to remind you to
pray for someone, bring in your neighbors trash can, read
more (our library has lots of great books), try something
new. Life is short, so make it a sport, to get rid of fear, and
have a great year. An optimist stays up until the new year
arrives, a pessimist stays up to make sure the old year
leaves.
Another fresh new year is here, another year to live! To
banish worry, doubt & fear, to love & laugh & give. This
bright New Year is given to me to live each day with zest to
grow daily & try to be my highest & my best! We have the
opportunity once more to right some wrongs, to pray for
peace. To plant a tree and sing more joyful songs.
The Petersons write from Florida that they resolve not to
shovel snow this year, but being they are in Florida, that
won’t be a problem. Another told me that they resolve to
take down their Christmas decorations before Easter. Others said there was no need to make resolutions because
last years were still waiting. Someone else said “ Wait a
minute, there’s another year? I have to do all of this again?
“ Enough of all that silliness…..
I do hope that in the New Year your trouble lasts as long as
your resolutions! And one more thing, as Paul Harvey used
to say: I do have a question for all of you, before I move on
to the new year…Can February March? No, but April May.
Wishing you blessings for the New Year!

- SHEP

Have you invited a friend to church? Shep has!

The attendance at our Saturday and Sunday services are
holding steady. Nevertheless, we need to work toward an increase at both. Not for the sake of meeting a budget, but for
the sake of bringing others to Jesus. Each day we encounter
those who long to know of the peace that passes all understanding. Reach out to those around you. Don’t just invite
them, but bring them with you. With the help of the Holy Spirit, this is one of the ways in which the church grows! Don’t be
shy about Jesus. He is never shy about you and is always interceding to the Father for your every need.
As we look to the future, 2019 promises to bring lots of
changes to our physical church property as well. The entire interior of the building will be repainted. The last time this occurred was in 2002. The peeling paint and cracks are evident in
the church proper. A new floor is going down and the pews will
be spaced a little further apart giving us all more room to go in
and out of them. While all of these projects are being completed, we will, for the first 4 months of 2019, worship in the Unity
Room. And last but not least, the parish will offer a call to our
next duly called pastor. I am excited to see what God has
planned for us.
Thank you for the privilege to serve you these past 6 months
and if God’s will, in the future. Norma and I are overwhelmed
with your grace and love. It is so good to be here. In the days
ahead, may you be blessed abundantly as you have blessed me.
This is my deepest prayer for every soul in the community of
faith who call themselves Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
Love, Joy, and Peace, - Pr. Jim

THIS AND THAT FROM THE PASTOR
The church renovations are about to begin and I suspect that
things will be a bit dusty for a while. But if we weather the
storm, everything will be absolutely beautiful when the project
is completed. So, what can we expect?
WORSHIP: The painters will arrive the day following New Year’s
Day to begin their work. The Unity Room will be the first to re-
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ceive a fresh coat of paint. Once it has been painted (about 7-10
days) we will arrange the room for worship. The worship appointments originally made for the room will be implemented
during this time. The table altar, the lectern, the creedence table
and the flower stand will be placed at the south end of the room
in front of the Trinity Windows. The assembly will be seated in
the center of the room facing the altar. Because of the limited
space, we will only have a center isle to use.
COMMUNION: The Eucharist will be received in station just as
we now receive in the Nave. However, instead of the ushers releasing the assembly from the front of the room, the assembly
will be released from the rear. Folks will then walk to the front
to receive communion by means of intinction. Once you have
received the Blessed Sacrament you will exit the Unity Room on
the left by the Library door and to the right by the kitchen door.
You are then asked to walk around the Unity Room via the outer
hallways and re-enter the worship space by the main doors. This
should keep us from bumping into one another.
PAINTING OF THE CHURCH PROPER: As soon as the Unity Room
and the hallways on the main level are painted, the painters will
move into the Nave. Renovations to the Nave will include the
painting of the entire space, new floor covering, and the complete restoration and refinishing of the pews.
The room itself will reflect a more purposeful emphasis on our
Lutheran theology of the two sacraments of communion and
baptism. The altar area (Sanctuary and Chancel) will have its
own distinctive floor covering different from the flooring that
will be used in the Nave. The baptismal font will be relocated to
the entrance of the Nave (center aisle) and will set on top of tile
identical to the tile that is being used at the altar. This will provide a visual connection between the two sacraments.
The pews will be removed and shipped to Eisenhower Pew Restoration Co. in Ohio. Each pew will be shortened so that we
have more room on the outside isles. Three pews in the rear of
4

SHEP’S CORNER
Happy New Year to one and all! It was a very busy December.
Many thanks to everyone who lent a hand to help with the mitten tree, putting up the tree & putting on the Chrismon's, for
getting the wreaths and putting them up, for all the goodies that
were sent to shut-ins & for all the ‘goodies’ that you donated.
We changed the date for Hanging of the Greens this
year….lots of new faces & hands…our oldest ‘helper’ was 93 &
was forbidden to go up on the ladder…he was a fireman at the
Manistee Fire Station for a number of years and has climbed
lots of ladders, but not on Saturday…for the 30 dozen cookies
that were donated to the coffee hour at West Shore bank &
those that acted as hostess. To all who helped with Project
Hope and took a name to help make someone’s Christmas a
little brighter, God bless you.
During the coffee hour on the 16th we had a small birthday party for Baby Jesus….birthday cake, ice cream, the Sunday
School kids singing Christmas songs & of course, Happy Birthday to Jesus….some had pretty hats & everyone had a
bow…….a great way for all of us to prepare for Christ’s coming. Irma Thompson once again donated over 50 hand knit
mittens, someone else donated over 30 new born caps…that’s
a lot of knitting….so many generous people…..it sure was the
year of gifting what the church has to others.
Are you ready for the New Year? Did you make any resolutions? I made a resolution not to make any resolutions, most
people don’t keep them anyway. Just so you know, that ole
man winter is slipping up. The snow fall total for this year is
low…this year we have gotten 16” of snow, compared to the
26“ that we had this time last year. Can’t make many snow
men with that amount of snow. But I’m sure that the New Year
will not disappoint all the Winter Funsters. Manistee’s average
for 2018 was 191”, Cadillac 90.7”, Houghton 198.7”, Sault Ste.
Marie, 103”… we aren’t that far off from Houghton. Enough of
all the snow!
A spokesperson from Light House Pregnancy Center was here
for Saturday & Sunday worship, spoke briefly on their programs,
and thanked the congregation for their support through
13

after the first of the year. The Stewardship Committee decided
to have a goal of three Team Jesus projects per year.
The establishment of the E-giving program at Good Shepherd is
nearly complete. Mark Steigenga and Bob Wurstner have
worked diligently and patiently to get the program set up with a
vendor and the portal installed on the church website. Hopefully
by the end of December the program will be ready for donations;
if not, then certainly in January 2019. When you are away from
Good Shepherd please use the donation tab on the Good Shepherd website to donate.
The return of Promissory Notes and the amount pledged so far
from the 2018 Stewardship Campaign is approximately the same
as last year, but a higher rate of return and financial commitment remains a goal for the Stewardship Committee. The return
of Time and Talent sheets is very low with only about 25% of the
sheets returned.
The Stewardship Committee, as is the case with all of the ten
committees at Good Shepherd, is in need of people to serve on
this committee. It is truly exciting and fulfilling work for the Lord
and His ministries and we pray that more people of this congregation will step up and serve as we recall Jesus’ words in
Matthew 20: 28; “just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve...” When we serve others, we are serving
God.
Blessings and peace to all for the coming year,
Your Stewardship Committee: Dawn Brown, Pastor Jim,
Bob Wurstner, and Chuck Wolverton
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the Nave will be shortened to give us more room around the
baptismal font and more handicap seating. All pews will be
stripped, re-stained, and finished. Each pew will receive new
padding and covering on the back and seat portions of the pew.
Finally, there will be a new and more spacious feel as the pews
will be spaced 38” from back to back. This will be a much appreciated change as compared to the current narrow space.
UNDERCROFT: The entire basement will also receive a new coat
of paint with the exception of the dining hall, kitchen, and the
restrooms located off of the dining hall. That area will be renewed sometime in the future.
THE CHOIR LOFT: In the midst of the painting that will happen in
the Church proper, a major renovation is scheduled to also happen in the loft. Currently, there are several different levels of the
floor in the loft. This impedes mobility for many. The property
committee brought a plan to the council that included leveling
the floor to match the same level as the one upon which the elevator opens. This will make the choir loft handicap accessible for
those who have mobility concerns. In the future, chair risers will
be purchased to be used by the choir in order that they all may
see the choirmaster.
FINALLY: The wonderfully comfy blue chairs that are now being
used by the choir will be used in the Unity Room during the renovation. There are 40 of them and they will be placed at the front
of the room. First come, first served. There will be metal chairs in
the back. So let’s break the Lutheran tradition of sitting in the
back of the Nave. Comfy front row it is!!
WHAT A MESS: As I type this, I remember an expression I
learned as a child. My Mom always used it whenever she would
begin a project at our home. “You have to tear up before you can
fix up.” In the months ahead we are going to be “tearing up” a
lot. Please be patient as we get through the weeks ahead. Eventually, the brightness of the new paint and the smell of “clean”
will make it all worth while.
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PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE

AROUND THE PARISH
CALL PROCESS WORKSHOP for entire congregation Saturday,
January 12, 9 AM—3 PM. Lunch provided. Please sign up.
THE ANNUAL MEETING: Our annual meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 27, 2019 following a potluck dinner. The
meeting will happen downstairs in the Dining Hall.
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will resume on Wednesday January 29,
2019 at 10:30 AM. The Bible study will focus on the Gospel of
Luke. See Pastor Jim for further details.

2019
January 5th & 6th
January 12 & 13
January 19 & 20
January 26 & 27

WHITE
WHITE
GREEN
GREEN

Dolores Widgren & Mary Gossett
Mary Gossett & Dolores Widgren
Missy Amore & Sharon Hayden
Jean Schwerin & Ann Ziehm

February Hostess: Sally Wolverton

Guild Meeting Monday February 25th 1:00 PM

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST will resume Wednesday, January 29,
2019 at 12:15 PM. Join us for a mid-week spiritual boost. You
will be glad you did.

February 2 & 3
February 9 & 10
February 16 &17
February 23 & 24

FIRST COMMUNION & NEW MEMBER CLASSES will begin in
February. Please see Pastor Jim for additional information.

DECEMBER STEWARDSHIP NOTES

THANK YOU NOTES


To all who helped at the Open House at West Shore Bank on
December 8th, a very huge and heartfelt thank you! From those
who helped with the organization and calling, did the decorating, those who did the baking, helped with the hosting, it was
wonderful of you to donate your time and talents. The table
looked very festive. Good Shepherd received $500 from the
bank. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, - Mary Gossett


Dear Friends and Family,
Many, many thanks to my loving family and friends from Good
Shepherd Church. The Christmas Cheer box and all of the wonderful things it included, cookies, bread, fruit, candy, a new calendar, devotional and lots of love. All of these gifts were sincerely appreciated. You have my deepest appreciation! Words
can not express my thanks. Thanks Again! God bless you!
- Al Kukla
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GREEN
GREEN
GREEN
GREEN

Sharon Hayden & Ann Ziehm
Sally W. & Norma Friesner
Sally W. & Norma Friesner
Sally W. & Norma Friesner

The Stewardship Committee has been very busy the past few
months with planning and implementing the 2018 Stewardship
Campaign, coordination of Team Jesus Project #3 to benefit the
Lighthouse Pregnancy Care Center, and working on the establishment of the Electronic Giving (E-giving) for the Good Shepherd website.
December is the culmination of these efforts as Promissory
Notes have been received as a critical component of the Church
Council’s preparation of a draft budget for 2019 to be voted upon by the congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 27,
2019.
Team Jesus Project #3 resulted in the donation of many items
for babies and new moms that were delivered to the Lighthouse
Pregnancy Care Center (the staff was overwhelmed by the
amount of items donated to the Center before Christmas. Team
Jesus Project #4 will be announced and donations will begin
11

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Rest in Peace
“We have once again been reminded that
we have not here an abiding city.”

Rick Lee Shively
th

Passed away on November 25 ,2018
Celebration of Life was held at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Ludington
on November 30, 2018
Rick was the son of Judie Shively and brother of Susan/David Majkszak
*******************

Richard “Dick” Hansen
(former member of Good Shepherd) passed away on November 22, 2018

(Services will be held at a later date.)
Dick was the brother of Gary Hansen, Lynda Hansen
+++++++++++++++++++



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the Lighthouse Pregnancy Center Board, our precious clients and their babies, I would like to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for being the hands and feet of Jesus.
Your generosity will touch the lives of individuals, many who do
not know Christ, but are being shown His love, compassion and
truth through our center.
God never makes mistakes. He has a perfect plan for everyone.
He never gives up. He waits with His arms open wide for us to
run to Him. Thank you for being a partner with Lighthouse
Pregnancy Care Center in the ministry God has called our community to do!
As the Christmas season begins, and we celebrate the birth of
our Messiah may we keep hearts and minds open to hear His
voice; and REJOICE in fullness of His Love.
Merry Christmas! - Myra Lautner Director of Lighthouse Pregnancy Care Center


Friends at Good Shepherd,
Thank you so very much for our Holiday basket! Your
thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. - Shirley Blakeslee
and family

Paul Byro



To our dear friends at
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church,
We appreciate your continued
support of our ministry and
especially for the recent donation of food for our food pantry! God bless all of you! All of us here at the ECHO His
Love office and board.

A longtime member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Passed away on December 25, 2018
Funeral services were held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

On December 29, 2018

“I am the resurrection and the Life”
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PARISH PRAYER CONCERNS

PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Manistee County Medical Care 1505 Parkdale Ave.
Leona Amerell
Susan Kukla

Doris Bowling
Donna O’Rorke

Mary Kukla
Bob Tobey

Green Acres Retirement Community 1835 12th Street
Audrey Ann Amburgey

Lois Rosenow

Gary Hansen

Prayers for those in the military
Alana Bergstrom
James Dutkavich
Thomas Dutkavich III
and all those who are serving or have served.

Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends
Audrey Ann Amburgey
Shirley Blakeslee
Doris Bowling
Keith Brown
Jackie Burmeister
Emma Carey
Diana Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich, Jr.
Marc Edmondson
Jim Friesner, Sr.
Rick & Terry Guthridge
Gary Hansen
Marion Hilliard
Lea Illig
John K.
Rick Kaminski
Ed Knaffle
Betty Lytle
Jon Madsen
Tom Mateer

Anthony Metiva
Tammy Sue Metiva
Phyllis Miller
Barb & Norm Olson
Donna O’Rorke
Heather P.
Judy Pefley
Jane Reeves, daughter of
Bob & Ruth Skiera
Dale & Laura Shoemaker
Randy Skiera
Bill Smith
Dale Sparks
Bill Smith
Dale Sparks
Laura Stefanski
Mark Steigenga
Bob Tobey
The family of Rick Shively
The family of Richard Hansen
The family of Paul Byro
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BIRTHDAYS
2
2
8
9
12
12
14
15
16
16
18

Judy Pefley
Ed Peterson
Kira Manke
Paul James Illig, Jr.
Shane Linke
Candice Shields
Dawn Brown
Susan Brown
Fred LaPoint
Norma Friesner
Tayler Fortier

18
18
20
21
22
23
24
24
26
27
27
31

ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
18

Tom & Marilyn Dugall
Doug & Joan Jensen
Dale & Laura Shoemaker
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Keith Illig
Taylor Giffles
A yden Bladzik- Garber
Meredith Dalke
Michelle Adolphson
Brittany Brown
Judie Shively
Katherine Kosmowski
Betsy Swope
Britney Lange
Al Vasquez
Paul Illig

