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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Today is Sunday and I did not go to the church house for worship;
and that is something I always do. Yes, I know, my vocation pretty
much requires that I be at the church house on Sunday mornings
but even before fulfilling my call to serve as a pastor, I would always find myself in the midst of the assembly, and most of the
time, (just being honest) with my heart open, and my spirit ready to
receive the message God had for me.

Real God, Real Presence, Real People
Our Mission:
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness
through our loving witness and service to all.

Our Vision:
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are
experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness
to their faith in Jesus Christ.

Traditional Eucharist
Sundays at 9:30 am

Contemporary Eucharist
Saturdays at 5:30 pm

But today, today was different. Today, I communed with God as
one with nature. Let me translate. On this day, I spent most of the
day in the garden. In the previous couple of days, we pulled a couple of bushes that had become, well, just overgrown and nasty.
We had debated for some time (a couple of years) about what to
do with them. Should we leave them, or should we pull them out.
Obviously, the latter won the argument. However, with this new
space opened, we then needed to ‘fill’ it with something.
As I thought about what plants to use in these now empty spaces,
I also began to think about what it would mean to move some of
the other plantings that had been in place for several years. So, I
divided, and moved, and added, and stood back and admired the
changes that had taken place. At many points during our garden
transformation my beloved and I would almost say simultaneously,
“I am so glad we pulled out those bushes!”
Now what I haven’t shared with you, is that amid our re-planting of
the garden, we found ourselves constantly working around the
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beautiful Forget-Me-Nots that we had planted in the fall. In a tradition we were given by our beloved Margaret, we plant them each
fall, and although they are the tiniest of flowers, they are one of the
first to bloom. And in their blooming, these most delicate ForgetMe-Nots offer the most beautiful blue blossoms. Believe it or not,
on this day, these tiny flowers allowed me to think of our relationship with God.
Regardless of how small or perhaps insignificant we might consider ourselves to be, God never forgets who we are and that we belong to Him. If we allow God to do so, we can bloom where we are
planted. We are important to God.
And sometimes, especially for our own good, in our growing and
becoming, God will pull out those big bushes of unforgiveness and
anger allowing room for His love to be more greatly cultivated in
our hearts. God desires that we become a person of peace and
deep love; love for Him and love for one another. That is the bottom line for all of us.
On this day, I also thought of one more thing. Communion with
God in the garden on a Sunday morning is a good thing. However, the book of Hebrews also tells us of another good thing.
“Forsake not the assembling of yourselves, together.” We need
one another. At Good Shepherd, we offer two opportunities for
worship, Saturday night at 5:30 and Sunday morning at 9:30.
Come and be part of God’s garden at Good Shepherd where we
learn of God’s love, grow in God’s grace, and where we are reminded each week at the Holy Eucharist, that we are never forgotten.
See you in Church this weekend,
Pr. Jim

Team Jesus Project #6
On June 1 we will begin collections for Team Jesus Project #6 to benefit the “Blessings in a Backpack” program in Manistee County. Blessings in a Backpack is a relatively new program that has grown quickly
in this area and provides students in need with a backpack filled with
food and occasionally toiletry items. The backpacks are distributed to
students to take home on weekends during the school year to help
ensure they have adequate food and other essential items that most
of us take for granted. Joyce Brenner heads up the program and will
speak to the congregation to provide more information on this important program to benefit local children.
The Blessings in a Backpack Team Jesus project will end in
early September. Our coins and dollars are making a real
difference in our community and beyond. Please continue
to give a dollar a week per person, or more if you are so
inclined, and please pray for this important program.

Congratulations!

To our Graduating Highschool Seniors
Maddy Bladzik
Michaela Briske
Jozef Cole
McKenna Grant
Spencer Linke
Sara Madsen
Jaelyn Thomas
All graduates will be recognized at the Saturday, June 8 and
Sunday, June 9 Services.
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THIS AND THAT FROM THE PASTOR

STEWARDSHIP NOTES
June is the time of the summer solstice or the longest day of the year
or the first day of summer in the northern hemisphere. According to
the calendar, that day falls on June 21st in 2019. (In the southern
hemisphere, June 21st would mark the winter solstice.) Technically,
on that day, the earth has tilted the maximum on its axis, giving our
hemisphere the maximum exposure to light. Hence, we often describe the first day of summer as the longest day of the year. The
longest day is celebrated in a number of countries. Many years ago
my wife and I were in southern Germany on the longest day or the
year when locals went into the mountains and lit bonfires in celebration (or more likely just an opportunity to drink more beer!).
In the church, we think of “light” in a different sense. In the eighth
chapter of John, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” In
13th chapter of Romans, Paul implores the followers (that is, us) to “…
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” I think
Paul is saying that as Christians, we are to put on the armor of Jesus,
the light, in the dark world around us.
As stewards of God’s grace, we can literally “enjoy” the light (the longest day of the year for instance) and “wear” the light (through Jesus).
Edith Wharton, a 19th century American novelist, was quoted as saying, “There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the
mirror that reflects it.” How am I being the light or the mirror
spreading the light? I am not sure that it makes much difference as
long as I am using the gifts that God has given me to help in our community. Please consider, that “wearing” the armor of light that is Jesus, how am I being the candle or the mirror in the world we live in?
God’s peace.
Bob Wurstner
The Stewardship Committee

OUR VISITORS: Of late, we have had visitors at both services. With
the campaign we are offering throughout the city, and for the summer
season, we would expect more folks to visit. Please be sure to stop
and say hello to anyone you may not recognize. Double check with
them to see if they have completed a card for record of their attendance. We need this information so that our ‘MUGGERS’ may follow up
on the visit. If Good Shepherd is to grow, we need the power of the Holy Spirit and all of us reaching out to those who are new within our
midst. Don’t be shy and remember the third thing that Luther states
happens when we received the Eucharist. We are forgiven, our faith is
strengthened, and we are given the power to share the Good News of
Jesus.
ARTWORK: Have you seen the new artwork that now hangs in the Library Hall? Thanks be to our own Mark Steginga, photographer extraordinaire, we now have a permanent collection of his photography in
the hallway that leads to the Library. The collection is beautifully done
and those who have seen it thus far are mightily impressed. It is amazing. Please stop by and check it out for yourself. The collection was
made possible through a member of the parish who wishes to remain
anonymous.
SUMMER HIATIS: The Bible Study group meeting on Wednesdays at
10:30 will take a brief summer hiatus. Our last gathering will be June
5th. We will resume with the book of Luke on Wednesday September
11, 2019 at 10:30 am.
MIDWEEK WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST: Will continue Wednesdays at
12:10 am in the Unity Room.
FIRST COMMUNION: Will be celebrated the weekend of June 22nd
and 23rd . For those interested in participating in this celebration/
sacrament, classes will happen on Wednesday June 12th and 19th at
5:30 to 6:30 pm. The final class will happen on 22nd at 10:00 am.
Please call the parish office or talk with Pastor Jim if you wish to have
your child/children participate.
NEW MEMBERS: Will be received on the weekend of July 27th and
28th. New membership classes will be held on the Saturdays of July
6th, 13th, and 20th at 10.00 am and will be about 1.5 hours in length. If
you are interested in becoming a member at Good Shepherd, please
call the parish office, or talk with Pastor Jim.
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PARISH PRAYER CONCERNS
AROUND THE PARISH
BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR JIM: Last gathering will be Wednesday,
June 5. Study will resume on Wednesday, September 11, 2019.
MIDWEEK EUCHARIST: Continues on Wednesdays at 12:10 PM in
the Unity Room.
MEN’S BREAKFAST: Tuesday, June 4 at The House of Flavors.

CASH HANDLING TRAINING: Training will take place on Sunday,
June 9 after Service.
QUILTERS: Meet on Friday, June 7 and Friday, June 21 at 10 AM.
PENTECOST SERVICE & GRADUATION RECOGNITION: Graduates
will be recognized at the services on Saturday, June 8 and Sunday,
June 9. A reception and meal will follow the service on Saturday.
On Sunday, there will only be a reception.
DELEGATES NEEDED FOR 2019 NALC CONVOCATION: The NALC has
notified Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (GSLC) that we have been
allocated three lay delegates to attend the 2019 NALC Convocation
in Indianapolis, Indiana on August 8 & 9, 2019. One of the Core Values of the NALC is Congregationally-focused, which means the
NALC places a high value on the participation of congregations in
the NALC’s highest decision-making body, the Annual Convocation.
The lay delegates from GSLC would represent our congregation in
the decisions of the Convocation and bring back important information about the NALC’s mission and ministry.
If you are interested in attending the convocation as one of the
three lay delegates for GSLC, please contact Council President
Charles Wolverton at (231) 912-0505 (call or text) or email at
cwolverton12@gmail.com by June 21, 2019. Delegates will be selected by the GSLC Council at its meeting on June 25, 2019. Expenses for attending the Convocation would be provided by GSLC.

Manistee County Medical Care 1505 Parkdale Ave.
Leona Amerell , Doris Bowling, Mary Kukla
Green Acres Retirement Community 1835 12th Street
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Gary Hansen, Lois Rosenow, Bob Tobey
Prayers for those in the military
Alana Bergstrom
James Dutkavich
Thomas Dutkavich III
and all those who are serving or have served.

Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends
Audrey Ann Amburgey
Olive Baker
Stacey Batzer
Jack Bauman
Kelly Bjorkquist
Shirley Blakeslee
Doris Bowling
Keith Brown
Jackie Burmeister
Aiden Chambers
Cora Cook
Diana Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich
Tom Dutkavich, Jr.
Marc Edmondson
Jane Fortier
Jim Friesner, Sr.
Pat Garber
Rick & Terry Guthridge
Gary Hansen
Marion Hilliard
Lea Illig
Doug Jensen
John K.
Rick Kaminski
Ed Knaffle

Duane Keith,
Paul Byro’s son
Betty Lytle
Jon Madsen
Anthony Metiva
Tammy Sue Metiva
Phyllis Miller
Nicole
Norm Olson
Donna O’Rorke
Heather P.
Jane Reeves, daughter of
Bob & Ruth Skiera
Vickee Sawhill
Dale & Laura Shoemaker
Randy Skiera
Bill Smith
Dale Sparks
Laura Stefanski
Mark Steigenga
Irma Thompson
Bob Tobey
Robert (RT) Williams
The family of Maverick Overla
The family of Jeanne Veach
The family of Barb Olson
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Quilters requested a room that is designated solely for the purpose of quilting
so that they are no longer required to set up and take down their
equipment. It was decided that the Thessalonians Room would now
be the Quilters room.
Ministry Reports were submitted by Worship, Outreach/Evangelism, Youth &
Family, and Finance Committees.
Public Comment: None
Action items from this meeting:
Gary Schlinkert to continue working on cash handling procedures.
Dawn Brown to speak with Sue Majkszak regarding voting member
list.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM with the Lord’s Prayer
Next Meeting: April 23, 2019 at 6:30 PM.
Note: Next meeting was postponed and rescheduled for April 30, 2019 at 6:30
PM.

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

Rest in Peace
“We have once again been reminded that
we have not here an abiding city. ”

Ann Kimball
A graveside service for Ann Kimball, who passed away on February 11,
will take place on
Saturday, June 1 at 11 AM at Trinity Lutheran Cemetery.
Ann is Irma Thompson’s sister-in-law.
Pastor Jim will officiate.

++++++++++++++++
Barbara Olson

Looking ahead…

BOOK SALE FUNDRAISER
For Our Youth
Although the date hasn't been set yet,
we have begun collecting books for a
summer sale. All proceeds go toward
youth activites. So if you are doing
your spring cleaning, please consider donating your books, CD’s,
DVD’s, albums, etc. to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Please, no

Funeral services for longtime member Barbara Olson,
Who passed away on January 3,
Will take place on Saturday, June 29 at 1 PM at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
.

“May God grant peace to their
memory, comfort to their families,
and grace to us all as we seek to
live our lives to God’s glory.”

encyclopedias.
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THANK YOU NOTE

Risers installed by Haglund’s.
Currently no contract with snowplowing company. Parking lot
needs to be salted. Also need a certificate of insurance.
Men’s bathroom light in working order.
Current electrician, SWB Electrical, is reliable.
Pews due to return on April 4 or 5.
Property Report of Ad Hoc Fellowship Hall Committee presented by
Dawn Brown
Looking into getting a shower.
Pamela’s Interior’s will be consulted.

Property expense spreadsheet presented by Gary Schlinkert.
Walt Seidelman provided update on broken keyboard part. Part will no
longer be available.
Old Business
Call committee is in the process of setting up interviews. Have been
coordinating with Pastor Wendell.
A current and valid voting member list needs to be compiled. A congregation meeting that includes a vote cannot be convened without a valid voting member list. Motion by Gary Schlinkert to send
letter/memo to Sue Majkszak to compile a valid voting member
list. Seconded by Dennis Mikula. Motion defeated.
Gary Schlinkert, by the directive of the Finance Committee, requested that the Cash Handling Procedure be tabled.
Dawn Brown addressed the importance of communication.
New Business
Ron Gardin resigned from Christian Education Committee. Dawn
Brown will now be the liaison to Christian Ed Committee.
Gary Schlinkert addressed the importance of having a simple and unifying Vision & Mission Statement that can be posted & published
in a variety of situations. This Vision & Mission Statement will
help to keep Good Shepherd moving in a positive and unified
direction & aide in making sound decisions for the future.
Chris Amor addressed the need for additional funding for Community
Table. Gary Schlinkert motioned to provide $1000 from Mission
Support to Community Table. Pastor Jim Friesner seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
Continued on next page
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Minutes of March 26, 2019 Council Meeting
Approved 4/30/19
Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Chuck Wolverton.

PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE
June 1 & 2

Mary Gossett & Dolores Widgren

June 8 & 9

Mary Gossett & Dolores Widgren

June 15 & 16

Sharon Hayden

Devotions by Dawn Brown, prayer by Pastor Jim Friesner.

June 22 & 23

Norma Friesner

Training session on Personnel Manual dated 1/27/15 conducted by Gary
Lange. Notes: Sexual harassment policy needs to be updated and a
time and day for Personnel Committee meetings will be determined.

June 29 & 30

Jean Schwerin & Ann Ziehm

Present: Chris Amor, Dawn Brown, Bob Skiera, Gary Lange, Paul Illig, Pastor
James Friesner, Ruth Skiera, Walt Seidelman
Excused: Ron Gardin, Jackie Harms

Gary Schlinkert requested that “Vision & Mission” be added as item b) in New
Business. Motion by Walt Seidelman to add item b) and seconded by
Dawn Brown. Motion carried. Chris Amor requested that “Additional
Funding for Community Table” be added as item c) in New Business.
Motion by Gary Schlinkert to add item c) and seconded by Dawn
Brown. Motion carried.
Public Comment: None
Motion by Gary Schlinkert to approve proposed minutes of February 26 2019
Council Meeting. Seconded by Dawn Brown. Motion carried. No
minutes of the March 12, 2019 Special Council Meeting submitted.
Pastor’s Report accepted.
Treasurer’s Report presented by Ruth Skiera. Motion by Dennis Skiera to approve Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Bob Skiera. Motion carried.
Motion by Chris Amor to pay bills. Seconded by Gary Lange. Motion
carried.
Property Report presented by Dennis Mikula
Church cross is back.
Church has been cleaned.
Welcome center & name tag center have been completed.
Carpets and chairs to be cleaned on April 16. Will not be scotchguarded since it contains PFA’s. Bad chairs will be pitched.
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Congratulations!
To Courtney Madsen who graduated
with an Associates of Arts degree
from West Shore Community College
on May 3, 2019.

THANK YOU NOTE

McKenna Grant

June 1

Garrett Brown

June 17

Jaelyn Thomas

June 1

Ruth Peterson

June 17

John Kuenzli

June 2

Ann Ziehm

June 17

Travis Skeans

June 3

Ariel Tomaszewski June 20

Blake Mikula

June 4

Nathan Cole

June21

Cheryl Linke

June 5

Donald Jankwietz

June 23

Elaine Kaminski

June 6

Charles Antal

June 24

Sharon Hayden

June 11 Kaleb Shoemate

Connie Jankowiak June 12
Joan Jensen

June 16

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

My Dear Christian Family,
Thank you so much for the thoughtful prayers and cards. I deeply

Tony & Linda Papes

June 24

Charles & Sally Wolverton June 24

appreciate all of you.
Yours in Christ,
Rose Marie
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June 26

