
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

Real God, Real Presence, Real People 
 

Our Mission: 
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness 

through our loving witness and service to all. 
 

  Our Vision: 
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are 

 experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness 
to their faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
Traditional Eucharist 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

 
Contemporary Eucharist 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE  PASTOR 
Silence. Some say it is golden, others suggest it is deafening; while still 
others simply do not want anything to do with any kind of silence. No pun 
intended, but you hear . . .     very little of it in our world today. We seem 
to be more content with the noise. The big screen television must always 
be on and the ‘ear-buds’ must fill our ears.  It seems we work very hard 
to keep our minds occupied and very little work is considered regarding 
the introspection of the soul.  
 

The Bible speaks of silence. The writer or the book of Ecclesiastes 
states, “A time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”  The Psalmist has 
written in Chapter 46, “Be Still and Know that I am God.”   
 

In the Book of First Kings, there is a wonderful story about the prophet 
Elijah.  Prior to the story, Elijah has declared an amazing victory for God, 
and I mean an amazing victory!  But now, things are not going so good 
for him.  Actually, he is literally running for his life. Nevertheless, the 
word of the Lord reaches him and Isaiah responds with a bit of a whine. 
The long and short of it is that Elijah speaks these words. “I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”  
 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the 
LORD is about to pass by.  Now there was a great wind, so strong that it 
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, 
but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
When Elijah heard it, (the silence) he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.” God spoke to Elijah in 
the silence.  God speaks to us in the silence. 
 

Each weekend as we gather for worship, we ‘pray’ the liturgy.  That is 
truly what are actions are about. We pray. From the beginning of the en-
trance hymn to the final benediction the service is one long continuous 



 

prayer linked together by connective prayers.  
 

Of late, I’ve been trying to be more silent during the liturgy.  Directions 
that I used to speak, although already printed in the bulletin, I no longer 
speak.  And those directions that I do speak; I have been trying to use 
less verbiage to communicate to the assembly.  For example, instead of 
saying, “Let us confess our faith with the Nicene Creed.”  I now say, “We 
confess our faith.” But, that too, will soon be gone as we will soon move 
from the hymn of the day to the creed with nothing said. God is there in 
the silence. 
 

There are other moments in the liturgy in which I pause, taking the time 
to listen in the silence before I hurry onto the next prayer or portion of 
the liturgy.  God speaks to us in the silence. 
 

As we gather in the coming weeks, I hope that you will think about what I 
have offered on this day. That is, the importance of silence in all of our 
lives, and might we even consider the importance of gathering in a more 
silent and prayerful way as the Holy Spirit prepares our hearts for wor-
ship?   
 

The prophet Habakkuk believes so; he writes: “But the LORD is in this 
holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him!”  
 

For it is in the bread and in the wine that are placed there upon the Altar 
that we find this living God.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
The God who comes to us in in the form of Jesus the Christ, in, with, 
though, and under, these elements to speak forgiveness and faith, even 
in the silence.  
 

See you in church this weekend, 
 

Pastor Jim 
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AROUND THE PARISH 
 

BIBLE STUDY W/PASTOR JIM: Every Wednesday at 10:30 AM  

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST: Every Wednesday at 12:10 PM. 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 

PRAISE BAND REHEARSAL: Every Thursday at 7 PM. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES: Every Sunday at 11 AM. 

YOUTH GROUP: 7th—12th Grade. Every Sunday at 6 PM. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION: Sunday, February 2 fol-
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LIBRARY NEWS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR GOOD SHEPHERD READERS.  Here we are in 

2020. Can you believe it. Where does the time go?  When you get this 

newsletter, it will already be February. 

When I reviewed my past newsletters, I found I missed all of 2019. I will 

try to do better in 2020. 

So here goes. In 2019 we added over 25 books to our shelves. Here’s a 

sample of a few: Turbulent Souls by S.J. Dubner: Devotions for Women 

by Jill Briscoe. The Remarkable Women of the Bible by Elizabeth 

George; I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai. There are so many wonderful 

books to be read. If you’re able to read and are not doing so, you don’t 

know what you’re missing. I have the Good Reads Ap on my IPad and get 

info on new books, keep track of books read as well as “want to read” 

books and what friends are reading. It’s fun to keep track and challenge 

myself.  Anyway, I want to encourage all readers to visit our beautiful  

Library, in existence since 2006. It is a treasure. 

Now for January, 2020. I have two new books to offer you. I’ll Always 

Write Back, by Caitlin Alifrenka and Martin Ganda. It’s about two pen 

pals whose letter writing changed their lives. It is classified as young adult 

but I read it and really enjoyed it.  A true story. The second book is Re-

fined By Fire by LTC (RET) Brian Birdwell and Mel Birdwell. This is a 

riveting story of a 9/11 survivor of the Pentagon attack. Mary Gossett do-

nated this book with her recommendation. Thank you, Mary. These two 

books will be cataloged and put on the table outside the Unity Room. 

Check them out.  

Let’s see how many readers we can get in 2020. I challenge all Good 

Shepherd readers to read one book a month. Let me know your progress 

and we can have a prize in December for the reader who reads the most in 

the year. READY, SET, GO!   

Your Library Committee    



 

 

PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

         February 1 & 2                         Norma Friesner, Dawn Brown 

          February 8 & 9                       Linda Young, Ann Ziehm 

         February 15 & 16                    Ann Ziehm, Dolores Widgren 

         February 22 & 23                   Jean Schwerin, Ann Ziehm 

         February 30 & March 1        To be determined. 
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February 26, 2020 

Services at 12:10 PM & 7 PM 

There will be no Bible Study on Ash Wednesday. 

Bible Study & Midweek Eucharist will resume on 

March 4 at 10:30 AM & 12:10 PM respectively. 

A soup luncheon will be served on Wednesdays 

throughout the season of Lent beginning March 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth and Family Committee invite the congregation 

and their friends to view the movie at The Vogue Theater on 

Saturday, February 8 at 10 AM. After the movie, everyone is 

invited back to the Church for lunch and a discussion about 

the theological aspects of the movie. 
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lowing service and a potluck lunch. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST: 8:30  AM on Tuesday, February 4 at the House of 
Flavors. 

MOVIE:  See “The Lion King” at the Vogue on Saturday, February 8 at 
10 AM. Come back to Church for lunch and a discussion about the theo-
logical implications of the movie. Sponsored by the Youth & Family 
Committee. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 9 at 11 AM. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Meets on Monday, February 10 at 6:30 PM. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Meets on Tuesday, February 11 at 3 PM 

DISCIPLESHIP CONVENTION: Pastor Jim will be attending the conven-
tion on Wednesday, February 12  through Friday, February 14. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: Meets Thursday, February 13 at 6:30 PM. 

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER:  A fundraiser sponsored by the Youth Group 
on Friday, February 14 at 6 PM. Proceeds will go toward the cost of 
their annual trip to SpringHill Camp. The cost is $15 per person. Tickets 
will be sold after services on the first two weekends in February.  
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 16 at 11 AM. 

COMMUNITY TABLE: Tuesday, February 18 at 5 PM. 

YOUTH & FAMILY COMMITTEE: Tuesday, February 18 at 6:30 PM.  

DARTBALL: 7 PM, Thursday, February 20 at Trinity in Manistee. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 23 aat 11 AM. 

ALTAR GUILD: Meets on Monday, February 24 at 1 PM. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Monday, February 24 at 6:30 PM. 

COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30 PM.   

ASH WEDNESDAY: Services at 12:10 and 7 PM on February 26. There 
will be no bible study on this day. Soup luncheons will begin on 
Wednesday, March 4. 

SPRINGHILL CAMP: Youth will be at camp on Friday, February 28 
through Sunday, March 1. 



 

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
 

Rest in Peace 

“We have once again been reminded that  
we have not here an abiding city. ” 

 

PARISH  PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Manistee County Medical Care    1505 Parkdale Ave. 
Leona Amerell  ,    Doris Bowling,   Mary Kukla         
           

Green Acres Retirement Community   1835 12th Street 
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Gary Hansen, Lois Rosenow, Bob Tobey,  
Irma Thompson 
 

Nancy’s House 6339 Miller Road 
Rosemary Preuss 

 

Joanne “Jo” Kohan  

Sister to Beth (Gary) Shlinkert, passed away on January 15, 

2020. A memorial service was took place on January 21 at St. 

Therese of Lisieux Church in Shelby Township. 

“May God grant peace to 

their memory, comfort to 

their families, and grace to us 

all as we seek to live our lives 

to God’s glory.” 
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Right to Life requested a service at Good Shepherd on January 19, 2020. Pas-
tor Jim Friesner will be absent between the dates of January 16 and Janu-
ary 21. Pastor Jody Bambas will be the supply pastor while Pastor Jim is 
away. It was decided to decline Right to Life’s request.  

Disciple Life 2020 Conference is scheduled for February 13-15 in Orlando, FL.  
The Council display case will soon have a new mat to accommodate the addi-

tion of more photos. 
Old Business 
Message Monitor will be operational with a USB flash drive for now. 
Updated signature cards have been filed. 
Bring ideas of who might be interested in filling the vacant seat on the Council 

to the next meeting. 
Going forward, committee meetings will be scheduled as needed, and not 

necessarily monthly. Committees are responsible for communicating any 
meetings and cancellations to the Church Office. 

New Business 
537 Cypress Street.  See handout. 
Inclement weather/Church closing policy. See Pastor’s Report. 
The need for a Tuition Assistance Program and Tuition Assistance Committee 

was discussed. Please bring ideas to the January Council meeting. Youth 
currently receiving tuition assistance will be covered through the end of 
this school year. 

Jackie Harms motioned to approve the proposed budget. Debbie Kelley se-
conded. Budget approved. 

Correspondence/Communication: Thank You notes included in packets.  
Committee/Ministry Reports – Motion to accept by unanimous acclamation 

made by Dennis Mikula. Seconded by Bob Skiera.  
Pastor Jim Friesner motioned to reschedule the Annual Meeting (last Sunday 
of January) to Sunday, February 2, 2020 due to the Christian Unity Service 
scheduled for January 26. 
Action items from October 22, 2019 meeting 
Action Items from this meeting  
Create and maintain a book of policies and procedures. 

Committees to inform the Church office when a meeting is scheduled or 
cancelled.  

End of year committee reports are due January 2, 2020  
  Include the rescheduled date of the Annual Meeting in the announcement 

commencing next week. 
Adjourned at 8:55 pm with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next l Meeting: Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 PM at the Friesner residence. 



 

12 

 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 Minutes of the November 26, 20919 Council Meeting 

Approved 12/15/19 
 

Our Mission: To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace 
and forgiveness through our loving witness and service for all. 

 

Our Vision: To be a congregation where God’s grace and 
 forgiveness are experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord,  

and where all witness to their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

Meeting called to order by Walt Seidelman at 6:34. 
Present: Dennis Mikula, Chris Amor, Pastor James Friesner, Walt Seidelman, 

Missy Amor, Sandra Zupin, Debbie Hansen, Debbie Kelley, Bob Skiera, 
Ruth Skiera, Jackie Harms 

               Guest: Sandy Mikula 
Spiritual Reflection-Prayer: Pr. Jim 
“Budget” to be added as ”d” in New Business. Motion to accept the agenda by 

Dennis Mikula. Seconded by Chris Amor.  Agenda approved. 
No public comments. 
Motion to approve the Proposed Minutes of the October 22, 2019 Meeting 

made by Missy Amor. Seconded by Debbie Hansen. Motion carried.  
Jackie Harms motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Sandra 

Zupin. Motion carried.  
Chris Amor motioned to pay the bills. Jackie Harms seconded. Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jim Friesner reported on the formation of TCOM, The 

Churches of Manistee, group which consists of clergy from the church-
es in Manistee. TCOM planned and executed the Community Thanks-
giving Service in November and would like to have a service on Sunday, 
January 26, 2020, Christian Unity Sunday, at First Congregational 
Church. Sandra Zupin motioned to move Good Shepherd’s Sunday ser-
vice on January 26, 2020 to First Congregational Church. Seconded by 
Dennis Mikula. Motion approved. The Saturday service will remain un-
changed.  

Offerings from the Community Thanksgiving Service totaled $406 and were 
dispersed to Manistee County Habitat for Humanity.  

Good Shepherd Church’s office will be closed and Church activities will be can-
celled on all days when the Manistee Public School System declares a clo-
sure due to inclement weather. Good Shepherd will be creating and main-
taining a book of Church policies and procedures. 
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Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends 

Alan & Louise 
Audrey Ann Amburgey 
Olive Baker 
Stacey Batzer      
Jack Bauman 
Kelly Bjorkquist 
Shirley Blakeslee 
Bob 
Keith Brown 
Martha Brown 
Jackie Burmeister 
Aiden Chambers 
Cora Brinkley Cook 
Diana Dutkavich 
Tom Dutkavich 
Tom Dutkavich, Jr. 
Marc Edmondson 
Jane Fortier 
Jim Friesner, Sr. 
Pat Garber 
Terry Guthridge 
Gary Hansen 
Mary Heuck 

  Marion Hilliard 
  Lea Illig 
  Doug Jensen 
  Rick Kaminski 
  Ed Knaffle 
 Duane Keith,  
      Paul Byro’s son 
 Carol Krull 
 John Kuenzli 
 Coby & Gary Lange 
 Betty Lytle 
 Brett Madsen 
 Jon Madsen 
 Pat McGinnis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anthony Metiva 
Tammy Sue Metiva 
Phyllis Miller 
Pat Murdock 
Nicole 
Norm Olson 

       Donna O’Rorke 
       Terry & Rose Pierson 
       Jane Reeves, daughter of  
           Bob & Ruth Skiera 
       Vickee Sawhill 
       Benjamin Schultz 
       Dale & Laura Shoemaker 
       Karen Skiera 
       Randy Skiera 
       Bill Smith 
       Dale Sparks 
       Laura Stefanski 
       Mark Steigenga 
       Irma Thompson 
       Bob Tobey 
       Robert (RT) Williams 
       Ann Ziehm 
       John Ziehm 
       The family of Richard Guthridge 
       The family of Doug Jensen 
       The family of Joanne Kohan 
       The family of Charles Preuss        



 

THANK YOU NOTES 

          6 

Good Shepherd Church, 

My family and I cant thank you enough for what you have done for our family. 
It touched our hearts and means a lot. Our Church family has been a huge 

blessing. No words can explain how much. Pastor Jim, Norma,  
and everyone else, we can’t thank you enough. 

 

Thank you again, 
 

The Antal family 
Madison, Noah, Charles, & Jamie.  

To Manistee County Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Traeger who recently earned the 

Drug Recognition Expert certification, making him the only permanently sta-

tioned officer in Manistee County to have earned this distinction. Jason re-

ceived the certification after extensive training in Auburn Hills, Michigan and 

Phoenix, Arizona.  

++++++++++++++++ 

To Pastor Jim and the Congregation of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

Many thanks for the treats, holiday cards,  gifts, and kind gestures throughout 
the holiday season and throughout the year in general. Your thoughtfulness is 

humbling. Good Shepherd is a special place because of all of you! 
 

Susan Nowak (That’s me in the office.)  

CONGRATULATIONS 

  

DARTBALL SCHEDULE 

 7 PM, Thursday, February 20 

at Trinity Lutheran in Manistee 
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FROM THE CHOIRMASTER 
 

Did you know? Five times in each celebration of the Eucharist we are told to pray. See if 
you can find all five of them this weekend. 
 

As Lutherans, we know what it means to pray. We sing about it—“What a friend we 
have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.” We start our meetings with it. We have 
our names placed on the prayer list. We bless our potlucks with it. We tell our friends 
we will do it for them when we hear of their difficulties. We even tell the pastor that we 
will pray for him. 
 

Sorry. None of these count as among the five. 
 

These are what we call “individual prayer.” Jesus says, “Whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:6 
 

And, oh, what cares are unburdened in our prayer closets! Saint Paul writes to his 
friend, Timothy, “I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.” 2 Timothy 
1:3 This is gut wrenching, bloody sweat producing prayer; the kind of prayer Jesus went 
off alone and did with his Father in the garden of Gethsemane. How many times haven’t 
we, too, one-on-one, thrown our griefs on the floor before God? 
 

But, that’s not any of the five, either. Why not? Because in the pew, surrounded by a 
worshipping assembly, prayer is different. In our closets it is individual; in the liturgy, 
prayer is communal. 
 

The liturgy is the prayer of the whole church, not simply the prayer of our individual 
needs, desires and feelings, as important as those are. Here we are lifted out of our 
closets into a prayer that embraces people of every gender, race and circumstance. We 
stand before God, arm in arm as it were, not as individuals, not as a congregation, not 
as a denomination, but as part of the Holy catholic Church. That includes not only those 
on earth, but also those already gathered around the throne of the Lamb. 
 

Wow! That’s prayer! 
So, the next time you hear the presider say, “Let us pray,” think about what is really 
going on here. Give thanks that God, through grace, has called you, in the liturgy, to be 
part of a community of prayer. 
 

Oh, actually, there is a sixth call to prayer in the liturgy. And even though the presider 
doesn’t use the familiar invitation, this might be the most important “let us pray” of the 
entire service. 
 

We know the words without even thinking. Actually, at Good Shepherd, they are often 
sung. “Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.” 
 

Isn’t that the very essence of prayer, lifting our hearts to God? It is what we do in our 
closets when our hearts are heavy. It feels even more right, here, with the whole church 
on earth and in heaven, to give our thanks and praise! 
 

Mark Steigenga 



 

TEAM JESUS PROJECT #9  

Project #9  benefitting Homeward Bound Animal Shelter began in January and 
will run through the end of March. In addition to collecting the weekly financial 

offerings, Good Shepherd is also collecting donations of items requested by 
Homeward Bound. Here’s a list of things they are always in need of: 

 

Cat /Kitten Food - Canned (wet)/Dry 
Dog/Puppy Food - Canned (wet)/Dry 
HE Laundry Detergent (high demand) 
Garbage bags (kitchen size) 
Bleach (high demand—shelter uses a large bottle a day) 
Pet Safe Ice-Melt 
Dish Soap 
Hand Sanitizer 
Disinfectant Wipes 
Newspapers (for lining cat cages) 
Blankets 
Cloth Towels 
Paper Towels 
Treats 
Toys for dogs and cats 
Brand Name Flea Meds (K9 Advantix, Advantage, Advantage Multi) 
Animal carriers and crates  
 

Note: Some items like food, treats, etc. should be new but used towels, blankets, 
pet carriers, etc. are great too if they have been laundered and/or cleaned.  

NEWS FROM THE QUILTERS 
 

The quilters were busy in 2019. We created: 
                     Two quilts, pillows & pillow cases for Habitat for Humanity 
                     One quilt for Breast Cancer Awareness 
                     40 quilts to Lutheran World Relief 
                     25 school kits for Lutheran World Relief 
                     And 4 quilts for Graduates. 
 

We would like to thank the congregation for their support & to all the quilters 
for their talents, hard work & dedication. We also now have our own dedicat-
ed quilting room. It’s so helpful to keep our tables set up & everything ready to 
go. Thank you GSLC!  
 

Of course, anyone is welcome to join us - if you can cut squares or tie knots 
(don’t necessarily have to be able to sew) we would love to have you join us!  7 

 

PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

  
 

1    Ann Parker 

6    Clarence Schultz 

7    John Hoch 

7    Debbie Solis 

8    Mary Kukla 

8    Stephanie Linke 

8    Marily Zawacki 

9    Chloe Brown 

9    Damien McEntaffer 

10  Micheal Amor 

10  Don Meister 

10  Dale Sparks 

11  John Yakimow 

 

 

 

12  Alice Axce 

13  Ava Rae Bladzik 

13 Sheila Wittmer 

15  Barb Wehrmeister 

15  Karen Skiera 

23  Chris Amor 
23  Spencer Linke 

25  Bruce Hansen 

27  Lee Erdmann 

28  Audrey Ann Amburgey 

 

13 Don & Jean Cameron 

20 Don & Kay Meister 

22 Dale & Mary Sparks 

Men’s Breakfast 

 8:30 AM, Tuesday,  February 4  

    at The House of Flavors 
All men in the congregation and their friends are wel-

come to meet on the first Tuesday of each month for coffee, conversa-

tion and whatever they chose from the menu. No reservations!  

Come join us! 



 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

Six Observations About Speaking to Pastors  
Right Before They Preach 

 

For most pastors, preaching is one of the most important facets of their 
ministries. It is that time when they get to expound on God’s Word. 
Much of their training has focused on preaching, and they often spend 
15 to 20 hours preparing each sermon. 
 
Pastors, with few exceptions, love their church members. They desire 
to serve their congregants well. They desire to be gracious and friendly 
to those who approach them. That is why most of them would be highly 
reticent to say what I am about to say. 
 
Many times pastors get very distracted and even discouraged when 
someone speaks to them right before they preach. Let me elaborate in 
my usual fashion by making six observations. 

 
1. The time right before pastors preach is a time of prayerful fo-

cus for them. They have put hours into the message. They have 
prayed that God will use their message. That is the frame of mind 
where you will find most pastors right before they preach. 

2. If you speak to the pastor at that time, consider giving a word 
of encouragement or prayer support. I still remember to this 
day Frances Mason speaking to me right before I preached when 
I was a pastor in Birmingham. She would typically say something 
like, “Pastor, I prayed for a special anointing for you this morn-
ing.” I could feel my spirits being lifted immediately after she 
spoke to me. 

3. Consider holding back any criticisms of your pastor right be-
fore the sermon. Can you imagine how you would feel if some-
one said something very critical of you right before you spoke? It 
happens to pastors all the time. If you feel like you must criticize 
your pastor, please consider doing so at another time. 

4. Consider holding back your request of your pastor to make 
an announcement. Pastors are intensely focused on what they 
are about to preach. It can be a difficult distraction for them to 
remember your announcement even if you write it out for them. 
Indeed, any last minute announcement request is likely not a 
good idea. 

5. Consider asking someone other than your pastor to handle a 
problem right before the sermon. One of my most memorable 
(but not pleasant) moments as a pastor was a lady running up to 9 

 

me as I was approaching the pulpit to preach. She had one thing 
to say to me: “You need to do something. The toilet is overflow-
ing in the ladies restroom.” 

6. If possible, consider introducing people to your pastor after 
the sermon. I understand that such a practice is not always pos-
sible. Sometimes pastors have to move from one service to the 
next, and they are not able to speak to people after the service. 
Again, hold off the distraction of introducing people unless there 
is no other opportunity. 

 

Please understand my perspective. I am writing as a former pastor and 
not on behalf of anyone who has asked me to write on this topic. Most 
of our pastors are godly and gracious, and would never ignore some-
one who approached them. I am simply requesting that you consider 
the timing and content of such conversations. 
 

Let me hear from you on this issue. 
 

This article was originally published at ThomRainer.com on January 21, 
2015. Thom S. Rainer serves as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources. Among his greatest joys are his family: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, 
Sam,  Art, and Jess; and ten grandchildren. Dr. Rainer can be found on Twit-
ter @ThomRainer and at facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer. 

 

The Youth Group 

Invites you to a 

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Friday, February 14 at 6 PM 

 

The menu includes: 

 Appetizers 

Strawberry Spinach Salad 

Prime Rib 

Garlic Roasted Redskins 

Broasted Root Vegetables 

Strawberry Cheesecake  

Bonus: There will be merriment & mirth after dinner. 

 

The cost is $15 per person. Tickets will be available 

 after services on February 1, 2, 8, & 9. 

Proceeds will help send the Youth Group to SpringHill Camp. 
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Again, hold off the distraction of introducing people unless there 
is no other opportunity. 

 

Please understand my perspective. I am writing as a former pastor and 
not on behalf of anyone who has asked me to write on this topic. Most 
of our pastors are godly and gracious, and would never ignore some-
one who approached them. I am simply requesting that you consider 
the timing and content of such conversations. 
 

Let me hear from you on this issue. 
 

This article was originally published at ThomRainer.com on January 21, 
2015. Thom S. Rainer serves as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources. Among his greatest joys are his family: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, 
Sam,  Art, and Jess; and ten grandchildren. Dr. Rainer can be found on Twit-
ter @ThomRainer and at facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer. 

 

The Youth Group 

Invites you to a 

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Friday, February 14 at 6 PM 

 

The menu includes: 

 Appetizers 

Strawberry Spinach Salad 

Prime Rib 

Garlic Roasted Redskins 

Broasted Root Vegetables 

Strawberry Cheesecake  

Bonus: There will be merriment & mirth after dinner. 

 

The cost is $15 per person. Tickets will be available 

 after services on February 1, 2, 8, & 9. 

Proceeds will help send the Youth Group to SpringHill Camp. 



 

TEAM JESUS PROJECT #9  

Project #9  benefitting Homeward Bound Animal Shelter began in January and 
will run through the end of March. In addition to collecting the weekly financial 

offerings, Good Shepherd is also collecting donations of items requested by 
Homeward Bound. Here’s a list of things they are always in need of: 

 

Cat /Kitten Food - Canned (wet)/Dry 
Dog/Puppy Food - Canned (wet)/Dry 
HE Laundry Detergent (high demand) 
Garbage bags (kitchen size) 
Bleach (high demand—shelter uses a large bottle a day) 
Pet Safe Ice-Melt 
Dish Soap 
Hand Sanitizer 
Disinfectant Wipes 
Newspapers (for lining cat cages) 
Blankets 
Cloth Towels 
Paper Towels 
Treats 
Toys for dogs and cats 
Brand Name Flea Meds (K9 Advantix, Advantage, Advantage Multi) 
Animal carriers and crates  
 

Note: Some items like food, treats, etc. should be new but used towels, blankets, 
pet carriers, etc. are great too if they have been laundered and/or cleaned.  

NEWS FROM THE QUILTERS 
 

The quilters were busy in 2019. We created: 
                     Two quilts, pillows & pillow cases for Habitat for Humanity 
                     One quilt for Breast Cancer Awareness 
                     40 quilts to Lutheran World Relief 
                     25 school kits for Lutheran World Relief 
                     And 4 quilts for Graduates. 
 

We would like to thank the congregation for their support & to all the quilters 
for their talents, hard work & dedication. We also now have our own dedicat-
ed quilting room. It’s so helpful to keep our tables set up & everything ready to 
go. Thank you GSLC!  
 

Of course, anyone is welcome to join us - if you can cut squares or tie knots 
(don’t necessarily have to be able to sew) we would love to have you join us!  7 

 

PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

  
 

1    Ann Parker 

6    Clarence Schultz 

7    John Hoch 

7    Debbie Solis 

8    Mary Kukla 

8    Stephanie Linke 

8    Marily Zawacki 

9    Chloe Brown 

9    Damien McEntaffer 

10  Micheal Amor 

10  Don Meister 

10  Dale Sparks 

11  John Yakimow 

 

 

 

12  Alice Axce 

13  Ava Rae Bladzik 

13 Sheila Wittmer 

15  Barb Wehrmeister 

15  Karen Skiera 

23  Chris Amor 
23  Spencer Linke 

25  Bruce Hansen 

27  Lee Erdmann 

28  Audrey Ann Amburgey 

 

13 Don & Jean Cameron 

20 Don & Kay Meister 

22 Dale & Mary Sparks 

Men’s Breakfast 

 8:30 AM, Tuesday,  February 4  

    at The House of Flavors 
All men in the congregation and their friends are wel-

come to meet on the first Tuesday of each month for coffee, conversa-

tion and whatever they chose from the menu. No reservations!  

Come join us! 



 

THANK YOU NOTES 

          6 

Good Shepherd Church, 

My family and I cant thank you enough for what you have done for our family. 
It touched our hearts and means a lot. Our Church family has been a huge 

blessing. No words can explain how much. Pastor Jim, Norma,  
and everyone else, we can’t thank you enough. 

 

Thank you again, 
 

The Antal family 
Madison, Noah, Charles, & Jamie.  

To Manistee County Sheriff’s Deputy Jason Traeger who recently earned the 

Drug Recognition Expert certification, making him the only permanently sta-

tioned officer in Manistee County to have earned this distinction. Jason re-

ceived the certification after extensive training in Auburn Hills, Michigan and 

Phoenix, Arizona.  

++++++++++++++++ 

To Pastor Jim and the Congregation of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

Many thanks for the treats, holiday cards,  gifts, and kind gestures throughout 
the holiday season and throughout the year in general. Your thoughtfulness is 

humbling. Good Shepherd is a special place because of all of you! 
 

Susan Nowak (That’s me in the office.)  

CONGRATULATIONS 

  

DARTBALL SCHEDULE 

 7 PM, Thursday, February 20 

at Trinity Lutheran in Manistee 
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FROM THE CHOIRMASTER 
 

Did you know? Five times in each celebration of the Eucharist we are told to pray. See if 
you can find all five of them this weekend. 
 

As Lutherans, we know what it means to pray. We sing about it—“What a friend we 
have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.” We start our meetings with it. We have 
our names placed on the prayer list. We bless our potlucks with it. We tell our friends 
we will do it for them when we hear of their difficulties. We even tell the pastor that we 
will pray for him. 
 

Sorry. None of these count as among the five. 
 

These are what we call “individual prayer.” Jesus says, “Whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:6 
 

And, oh, what cares are unburdened in our prayer closets! Saint Paul writes to his 
friend, Timothy, “I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.” 2 Timothy 
1:3 This is gut wrenching, bloody sweat producing prayer; the kind of prayer Jesus went 
off alone and did with his Father in the garden of Gethsemane. How many times haven’t 
we, too, one-on-one, thrown our griefs on the floor before God? 
 

But, that’s not any of the five, either. Why not? Because in the pew, surrounded by a 
worshipping assembly, prayer is different. In our closets it is individual; in the liturgy, 
prayer is communal. 
 

The liturgy is the prayer of the whole church, not simply the prayer of our individual 
needs, desires and feelings, as important as those are. Here we are lifted out of our 
closets into a prayer that embraces people of every gender, race and circumstance. We 
stand before God, arm in arm as it were, not as individuals, not as a congregation, not 
as a denomination, but as part of the Holy catholic Church. That includes not only those 
on earth, but also those already gathered around the throne of the Lamb. 
 

Wow! That’s prayer! 
So, the next time you hear the presider say, “Let us pray,” think about what is really 
going on here. Give thanks that God, through grace, has called you, in the liturgy, to be 
part of a community of prayer. 
 

Oh, actually, there is a sixth call to prayer in the liturgy. And even though the presider 
doesn’t use the familiar invitation, this might be the most important “let us pray” of the 
entire service. 
 

We know the words without even thinking. Actually, at Good Shepherd, they are often 
sung. “Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.” 
 

Isn’t that the very essence of prayer, lifting our hearts to God? It is what we do in our 
closets when our hearts are heavy. It feels even more right, here, with the whole church 
on earth and in heaven, to give our thanks and praise! 
 

Mark Steigenga 
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 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 Minutes of the November 26, 20919 Council Meeting 

Approved 12/15/19 
 

Our Mission: To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace 
and forgiveness through our loving witness and service for all. 

 

Our Vision: To be a congregation where God’s grace and 
 forgiveness are experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord,  

and where all witness to their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

Meeting called to order by Walt Seidelman at 6:34. 
Present: Dennis Mikula, Chris Amor, Pastor James Friesner, Walt Seidelman, 

Missy Amor, Sandra Zupin, Debbie Hansen, Debbie Kelley, Bob Skiera, 
Ruth Skiera, Jackie Harms 

               Guest: Sandy Mikula 
Spiritual Reflection-Prayer: Pr. Jim 
“Budget” to be added as ”d” in New Business. Motion to accept the agenda by 

Dennis Mikula. Seconded by Chris Amor.  Agenda approved. 
No public comments. 
Motion to approve the Proposed Minutes of the October 22, 2019 Meeting 

made by Missy Amor. Seconded by Debbie Hansen. Motion carried.  
Jackie Harms motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Sandra 

Zupin. Motion carried.  
Chris Amor motioned to pay the bills. Jackie Harms seconded. Motion carried.  
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jim Friesner reported on the formation of TCOM, The 

Churches of Manistee, group which consists of clergy from the church-
es in Manistee. TCOM planned and executed the Community Thanks-
giving Service in November and would like to have a service on Sunday, 
January 26, 2020, Christian Unity Sunday, at First Congregational 
Church. Sandra Zupin motioned to move Good Shepherd’s Sunday ser-
vice on January 26, 2020 to First Congregational Church. Seconded by 
Dennis Mikula. Motion approved. The Saturday service will remain un-
changed.  

Offerings from the Community Thanksgiving Service totaled $406 and were 
dispersed to Manistee County Habitat for Humanity.  

Good Shepherd Church’s office will be closed and Church activities will be can-
celled on all days when the Manistee Public School System declares a clo-
sure due to inclement weather. Good Shepherd will be creating and main-
taining a book of Church policies and procedures. 
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Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends 

Alan & Louise 
Audrey Ann Amburgey 
Olive Baker 
Stacey Batzer      
Jack Bauman 
Kelly Bjorkquist 
Shirley Blakeslee 
Bob 
Keith Brown 
Martha Brown 
Jackie Burmeister 
Aiden Chambers 
Cora Brinkley Cook 
Diana Dutkavich 
Tom Dutkavich 
Tom Dutkavich, Jr. 
Marc Edmondson 
Jane Fortier 
Jim Friesner, Sr. 
Pat Garber 
Terry Guthridge 
Gary Hansen 
Mary Heuck 

  Marion Hilliard 
  Lea Illig 
  Doug Jensen 
  Rick Kaminski 
  Ed Knaffle 
 Duane Keith,  
      Paul Byro’s son 
 Carol Krull 
 John Kuenzli 
 Coby & Gary Lange 
 Betty Lytle 
 Brett Madsen 
 Jon Madsen 
 Pat McGinnis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anthony Metiva 
Tammy Sue Metiva 
Phyllis Miller 
Pat Murdock 
Nicole 
Norm Olson 

       Donna O’Rorke 
       Terry & Rose Pierson 
       Jane Reeves, daughter of  
           Bob & Ruth Skiera 
       Vickee Sawhill 
       Benjamin Schultz 
       Dale & Laura Shoemaker 
       Karen Skiera 
       Randy Skiera 
       Bill Smith 
       Dale Sparks 
       Laura Stefanski 
       Mark Steigenga 
       Irma Thompson 
       Bob Tobey 
       Robert (RT) Williams 
       Ann Ziehm 
       John Ziehm 
       The family of Richard Guthridge 
       The family of Doug Jensen 
       The family of Joanne Kohan 
       The family of Charles Preuss        



 

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
 

Rest in Peace 

“We have once again been reminded that  
we have not here an abiding city. ” 

 

PARISH  PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Manistee County Medical Care    1505 Parkdale Ave. 
Leona Amerell  ,    Doris Bowling,   Mary Kukla         
           

Green Acres Retirement Community   1835 12th Street 
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Gary Hansen, Lois Rosenow, Bob Tobey,  
Irma Thompson 
 

Nancy’s House 6339 Miller Road 
Rosemary Preuss 

 

Joanne “Jo” Kohan  

Sister to Beth (Gary) Shlinkert, passed away on January 15, 

2020. A memorial service was took place on January 21 at St. 

Therese of Lisieux Church in Shelby Township. 

“May God grant peace to 

their memory, comfort to 

their families, and grace to us 

all as we seek to live our lives 

to God’s glory.” 
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Right to Life requested a service at Good Shepherd on January 19, 2020. Pas-
tor Jim Friesner will be absent between the dates of January 16 and Janu-
ary 21. Pastor Jody Bambas will be the supply pastor while Pastor Jim is 
away. It was decided to decline Right to Life’s request.  

Disciple Life 2020 Conference is scheduled for February 13-15 in Orlando, FL.  
The Council display case will soon have a new mat to accommodate the addi-

tion of more photos. 
Old Business 
Message Monitor will be operational with a USB flash drive for now. 
Updated signature cards have been filed. 
Bring ideas of who might be interested in filling the vacant seat on the Council 

to the next meeting. 
Going forward, committee meetings will be scheduled as needed, and not 

necessarily monthly. Committees are responsible for communicating any 
meetings and cancellations to the Church Office. 

New Business 
537 Cypress Street.  See handout. 
Inclement weather/Church closing policy. See Pastor’s Report. 
The need for a Tuition Assistance Program and Tuition Assistance Committee 

was discussed. Please bring ideas to the January Council meeting. Youth 
currently receiving tuition assistance will be covered through the end of 
this school year. 

Jackie Harms motioned to approve the proposed budget. Debbie Kelley se-
conded. Budget approved. 

Correspondence/Communication: Thank You notes included in packets.  
Committee/Ministry Reports – Motion to accept by unanimous acclamation 

made by Dennis Mikula. Seconded by Bob Skiera.  
Pastor Jim Friesner motioned to reschedule the Annual Meeting (last Sunday 
of January) to Sunday, February 2, 2020 due to the Christian Unity Service 
scheduled for January 26. 
Action items from October 22, 2019 meeting 
Action Items from this meeting  
Create and maintain a book of policies and procedures. 

Committees to inform the Church office when a meeting is scheduled or 
cancelled.  

End of year committee reports are due January 2, 2020  
  Include the rescheduled date of the Annual Meeting in the announcement 

commencing next week. 
Adjourned at 8:55 pm with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next l Meeting: Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 PM at the Friesner residence. 



 

 

PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 

         February 1 & 2                         Norma Friesner, Dawn Brown 

          February 8 & 9                       Linda Young, Ann Ziehm 

         February 15 & 16                    Ann Ziehm, Dolores Widgren 

         February 22 & 23                   Jean Schwerin, Ann Ziehm 

         February 30 & March 1        To be determined. 

            14 

February 26, 2020 

Services at 12:10 PM & 7 PM 

There will be no Bible Study on Ash Wednesday. 

Bible Study & Midweek Eucharist will resume on 

March 4 at 10:30 AM & 12:10 PM respectively. 

A soup luncheon will be served on Wednesdays 

throughout the season of Lent beginning March 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth and Family Committee invite the congregation 

and their friends to view the movie at The Vogue Theater on 

Saturday, February 8 at 10 AM. After the movie, everyone is 

invited back to the Church for lunch and a discussion about 

the theological aspects of the movie. 
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lowing service and a potluck lunch. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST: 8:30  AM on Tuesday, February 4 at the House of 
Flavors. 

MOVIE:  See “The Lion King” at the Vogue on Saturday, February 8 at 
10 AM. Come back to Church for lunch and a discussion about the theo-
logical implications of the movie. Sponsored by the Youth & Family 
Committee. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 9 at 11 AM. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Meets on Monday, February 10 at 6:30 PM. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Meets on Tuesday, February 11 at 3 PM 

DISCIPLESHIP CONVENTION: Pastor Jim will be attending the conven-
tion on Wednesday, February 12  through Friday, February 14. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE: Meets Thursday, February 13 at 6:30 PM. 

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER:  A fundraiser sponsored by the Youth Group 
on Friday, February 14 at 6 PM. Proceeds will go toward the cost of 
their annual trip to SpringHill Camp. The cost is $15 per person. Tickets 
will be sold after services on the first two weekends in February.  
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 16 at 11 AM. 

COMMUNITY TABLE: Tuesday, February 18 at 5 PM. 

YOUTH & FAMILY COMMITTEE: Tuesday, February 18 at 6:30 PM.  

DARTBALL: 7 PM, Thursday, February 20 at Trinity in Manistee. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sunday, February 23 aat 11 AM. 

ALTAR GUILD: Meets on Monday, February 24 at 1 PM. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Monday, February 24 at 6:30 PM. 

COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday, February 25 at 6:30 PM.   

ASH WEDNESDAY: Services at 12:10 and 7 PM on February 26. There 
will be no bible study on this day. Soup luncheons will begin on 
Wednesday, March 4. 

SPRINGHILL CAMP: Youth will be at camp on Friday, February 28 
through Sunday, March 1. 



 

prayer linked together by connective prayers.  
 

Of late, I’ve been trying to be more silent during the liturgy.  Directions 
that I used to speak, although already printed in the bulletin, I no longer 
speak.  And those directions that I do speak; I have been trying to use 
less verbiage to communicate to the assembly.  For example, instead of 
saying, “Let us confess our faith with the Nicene Creed.”  I now say, “We 
confess our faith.” But, that too, will soon be gone as we will soon move 
from the hymn of the day to the creed with nothing said. God is there in 
the silence. 
 

There are other moments in the liturgy in which I pause, taking the time 
to listen in the silence before I hurry onto the next prayer or portion of 
the liturgy.  God speaks to us in the silence. 
 

As we gather in the coming weeks, I hope that you will think about what I 
have offered on this day. That is, the importance of silence in all of our 
lives, and might we even consider the importance of gathering in a more 
silent and prayerful way as the Holy Spirit prepares our hearts for wor-
ship?   
 

The prophet Habakkuk believes so; he writes: “But the LORD is in this 
holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him!”  
 

For it is in the bread and in the wine that are placed there upon the Altar 
that we find this living God.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
The God who comes to us in in the form of Jesus the Christ, in, with, 
though, and under, these elements to speak forgiveness and faith, even 
in the silence.  
 

See you in church this weekend, 
 

Pastor Jim 
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AROUND THE PARISH 
 

BIBLE STUDY W/PASTOR JIM: Every Wednesday at 10:30 AM  

MIDWEEK EUCHARIST: Every Wednesday at 12:10 PM. 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 

PRAISE BAND REHEARSAL: Every Thursday at 7 PM. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES: Every Sunday at 11 AM. 

YOUTH GROUP: 7th—12th Grade. Every Sunday at 6 PM. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION: Sunday, February 2 fol-
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LIBRARY NEWS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR GOOD SHEPHERD READERS.  Here we are in 

2020. Can you believe it. Where does the time go?  When you get this 

newsletter, it will already be February. 

When I reviewed my past newsletters, I found I missed all of 2019. I will 

try to do better in 2020. 

So here goes. In 2019 we added over 25 books to our shelves. Here’s a 

sample of a few: Turbulent Souls by S.J. Dubner: Devotions for Women 

by Jill Briscoe. The Remarkable Women of the Bible by Elizabeth 

George; I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai. There are so many wonderful 

books to be read. If you’re able to read and are not doing so, you don’t 

know what you’re missing. I have the Good Reads Ap on my IPad and get 

info on new books, keep track of books read as well as “want to read” 

books and what friends are reading. It’s fun to keep track and challenge 

myself.  Anyway, I want to encourage all readers to visit our beautiful  

Library, in existence since 2006. It is a treasure. 

Now for January, 2020. I have two new books to offer you. I’ll Always 

Write Back, by Caitlin Alifrenka and Martin Ganda. It’s about two pen 

pals whose letter writing changed their lives. It is classified as young adult 

but I read it and really enjoyed it.  A true story. The second book is Re-

fined By Fire by LTC (RET) Brian Birdwell and Mel Birdwell. This is a 

riveting story of a 9/11 survivor of the Pentagon attack. Mary Gossett do-

nated this book with her recommendation. Thank you, Mary. These two 

books will be cataloged and put on the table outside the Unity Room. 

Check them out.  

Let’s see how many readers we can get in 2020. I challenge all Good 

Shepherd readers to read one book a month. Let me know your progress 

and we can have a prize in December for the reader who reads the most in 

the year. READY, SET, GO!   

Your Library Committee    



 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

 

Real God, Real Presence, Real People 
 

Our Mission: 
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness 

through our loving witness and service to all. 
 

  Our Vision: 
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are 

 experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness 
to their faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
Traditional Eucharist 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

 
Contemporary Eucharist 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm 
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The Shepherd’s Staff                        February, 2020      
                                                                            Monthly Newsletter   
 
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 
521 Cypress Street 
Manistee, MI  49660 
231.723.7161 
gslc49660@gmail.com 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  PASTOR 
Silence. Some say it is golden, others suggest it is deafening; while still 
others simply do not want anything to do with any kind of silence. No pun 
intended, but you hear . . .     very little of it in our world today. We seem 
to be more content with the noise. The big screen television must always 
be on and the ‘ear-buds’ must fill our ears.  It seems we work very hard 
to keep our minds occupied and very little work is considered regarding 
the introspection of the soul.  
 

The Bible speaks of silence. The writer or the book of Ecclesiastes 
states, “A time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”  The Psalmist has 
written in Chapter 46, “Be Still and Know that I am God.”   
 

In the Book of First Kings, there is a wonderful story about the prophet 
Elijah.  Prior to the story, Elijah has declared an amazing victory for God, 
and I mean an amazing victory!  But now, things are not going so good 
for him.  Actually, he is literally running for his life. Nevertheless, the 
word of the Lord reaches him and Isaiah responds with a bit of a whine. 
The long and short of it is that Elijah speaks these words. “I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”  
 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the 
LORD is about to pass by.  Now there was a great wind, so strong that it 
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, 
but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
When Elijah heard it, (the silence) he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.” God spoke to Elijah in 
the silence.  God speaks to us in the silence. 
 

Each weekend as we gather for worship, we ‘pray’ the liturgy.  That is 
truly what are actions are about. We pray. From the beginning of the en-
trance hymn to the final benediction the service is one long continuous 
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