
 

 

The Shepherd’s Staff                       December, 2021      
                                                                                     Newsletter   
 
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 
521 Cypress Street 
Manistee, MI  49660 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd: 

            We anticipate the coming of our Lord and celebrate Jesus’ Na-
tivity in this season.  As the days grow shorter and we settle into win-
ter, we are reminded that the season come and go, but our Lord is for-
ever.  Be comforted in the Good News of great joy which has been re-
vealed to us that amidst the dark days that come upon the world, our 
Savior has come shining the light of the glory of God.  May your cele-
brations with family, friends, and your sisters and brothers here abound 
with the joy which is ours through our Lord and Savior. 

            Beginning with the first weekend, with the community celebra-
tion, parade, and the kick off of this season, the Saturday service will 
be at 6:30 to allow those who partake of the festivities to cap off the 
evening with songs and cheer.  Christmas Eve will have two services, 
at 7:00 PM and 11:00 PM.  You are encouraged to invite others to join 
with us in this season of celebrating Jesus who is the reason we cele-
brate in this season.  We know that God is good all the time, but there 
are many who have not yet heard the great news of the Savior who has 
come into the world. 

            May the Lord richly bless you with many celebrations, good 
cheer and health, and the hope above all hopes that because Jesus has 
come we no longer need to fear.  We are not bereft of hope, but have 
hope upon hope because Jesus has come, bringing light into our world 
and into our lives.  Happy Advent and Merry Christmas! 

  

Pastor Greene 
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AROUND THE PARISH 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  The Parish office is open from  
9 AM - 3 PM, Monday through Thursday.  The office is 
closed on Friday.  The entrance to the Church is now 
open during office hours. 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Good Shepherd no longer has a 
post office box. Please send all mail to the Church at 
521 Cypress Street where it will be delivered to a                                          
secure mailbox. 

 

IN-PERSON SERVICES: Good Shepherd invites you to join us for in-person 
services at 5:30 PM on Saturdays and  10:30 AM on Sunday mornings. 
Masks are optional.  
 
ONLINE SERVICE: Good Shepherd’s weekly recorded service & the current 
Sunday bulletin and  can be found on the homepage of our website, 
https://www.gslcman.org/.  Archived recordings of services are  also availa-
ble when you click on “Video & Bulletin” at the top of the homepage. 
 

OFFERINGS: Electronic giving is available on the Good Shepherd website, 
https://www.gslcman.org/. Click on “Support God’s Work at Good Shep-
herd” and follow the instructions. You are also welcome to mail your offer-
ings to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 521 Cypress Street, Manistee, MI 
49660.  
 

SIGNING IN: Sign up sheets have been placed at the podiums at the en-
trance of the Church for those attending services. These sheets will take the 
place of attendance cards. 
 

COMMUNION:  If you would like to have communion brought to you at 
home, feel free to call the office. 
 

BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays at 10:30 AM and Sundays at 9 AM.   
 

PRAISE BAND: Rehearses on Thursdays at 7 PM. 
 

DARTBALL: At home on December 2nd  vs. Onerkama Trinity #2 and the 
Allstar Game is on December 30th.  Games start at 7 PM. 

https://www.gslcman.org/
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QUILTERS: Will meet on Friday, December 3 and Friday, December 17 at 
10 AM. 
 

LESSONS & CAROLS:  Instead of our usual Saturday contemporary service, 
join us for an evening of Lessons and Carols  on Saturday, December 4 at 
6:30 PM (after the Sleighbell Parade). There will be fellowship of good tid-
ings with seasonal refreshments & holiday cheer following the service. 
Bring your family & friends! 
 

YOUTH GROUP : Meets on the first Sunday of the month at 6 PM. The 
next meeting is on December 5. 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Meets on Tuesday,  December 14 at 3 PM. 
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL: Friday, December 24 at 7 PM and 11 PM.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING: Monday, December 27  at 6:30 PM. 
 

COUNCIL MEETING:  Tuesday, December 28 at 6:30 PM.  
 

SPRINGHILL WINTER YOUTH RETREAT: Save the date! February 11 - 13, 
2022 in Evart, Michigan, for youth grades 7th through 12th. Contact Lea 
Illig at 231-510-5321 for more information and/or to let us know if you 
are interested in going. Watch for further announcements. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING: The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is sched-
uled for Sunday, January 23, 2022. Snowdate is January 30. You will also 
be able to join the meeting via Zoom. On the agenda is a vote to ratify 
an amendment to the NALC Constitution. You can find more infor-
mation on the home page of our website gslcman.org.  

Oh Holy Night 
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Alana Bergstrom, James Dutkavich, Thomas Dutkavich III, Spencer Linke  

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 

 

Rest in Peace 

“We have once again been reminded that  

we have not here an abiding city. ” 

 

Robert “Bob” Schultz 

A funeral service for Bob Schultz, who passed away on November 7, 
2021, was held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Thursday, 

Noverber 11, 2021.    
 

                           

“May God grant peace to their memory, comfort to their families, 

and grace to us all as we seek to live our lives to God’s glory.” 

PARISH  PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Manistee County Medical Care    1505 Parkdale Avenue 
Leona Amerell        
           
Green Acres Retirement Community   1835 12th Street 
Audrey Ann Amburgey, Al Kukla 
 
The Solberg Family Home  2028 Kemmer Road 
Martha Brown 
 
Prayers for those in the military 
Alana Bergstrom, James Dutkavich, Thomas Dutkavich III, Spencer Linke  
 and all those who are serving or have served. 



 

 

 

AlIan & Louise  

Austin 

Jack Bauman  

Kelly Bjorkquist  

Bob  

Keith Brown  

Carolyn, sister of Betty & Sandy 

Aiden Chambers  

Cora Brinkley Cook  

Diana Dutkavich  

Tom Dutkavich  

Tom Dutkavich, Jr.  

Marc Edmondson 

AJ Epperson  

Pat Garber  

Terry Guthridge 

Gerald Graham  

Marion Hilliard  

John 

Lea Illig  

Rick Kaminski  

Mike Kelley 

Carol Krull  

Mike & Michelle Lange 

Jon Madsen 

Mark Masters 

Debra McCann-Thomas  

Pat McGinnis  

Anthony Metiva  

Michael 

Phyllis Miller  

Pat Murdock  

Nicole  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norm Olson 

Terry & Rose Pierson  

Jane Reeves 

Susie Schoenberg 

Benjamin Schultz 

Judie Shively  

Dale & Laura Shoemaker  

Karen Skiera  

Randy Skiera  

Bill Smith  

Dale Sparks  

Laura Stefanski  

Mark Steigenga  

Robert (RT) Williams 

Dolores Widgren 

The family of Tarry Bouma 

The family of Jane Fortier 

The family of Pr. Jim Friesner  

The family of Jim Friesner, Sr. 

The family of Bernadine Gehopolos 

The family of Robert Johnson 

The family of Betty Lytle 

The family of Tammy Metiva 

The famly of Jeanne Nowak  

The family of Robert Schultz 

The family of Dennis Skiera 

The family of Bob  & Ruth Tobey  
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Prayers for Parish members, family, & friends 
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PARISH ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE 
              

                            December 4 & 5              Sharon Hayden, Beth Schlinkert 

           December 11 & 12         Mary Gossett, Jean Schwerin 

            December 18 & 19         Mary Gossett, Jean Schwerin 

           December 24                   Beth Schlinkert, Linda Young 

             December 25 & 26         Beth Schlinkert, Linda Young 

 
      

 
       

 
MITTEN, HAT, & SOCK 

TREE 
Soon there will be a Christmas 
tree in the Unity Room in need 
of decorations. You can help 

by adorning the tree with do-
nated mittens, hats, and socks. 
The donations will later be dis-
tributed in hopes of bringing 

warmth and cheer to people of 
all ages in our community. 
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PARISH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

December Birthdays 

 

 

 

     

 

   December Anniversaries 
 

   Michael & Susan Ennis     2 

   Mike & Deborah Kelley   22 

  
 

  3    Tom Raines 

  7         Amanda Willim 

  8         Marian Hilliard 

  9     Linda Young 

 10        Kelly Vartyak 

 12    Bob Wurstner 

16    Char Roossien 

18    Jean Schwerin 

20        No’el Solis 

21        Donald Cameron 

22        Michael Kelley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25    Linda Papes 

29    Keagan Thomas 

31         Bob Skiera 
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Minutes of Tuesday, October 26, 2021 Council Meeting 

Approved 11/30/21  

Our Mission: To be followers of Jesus Christ  
by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness 

 through our loving witness and service for all.  
 

Our Vision: To be a congregation where God’s grace 
and forgiveness are experienced,  

where all gather in love to serve the Lord,  
and where all witness to their faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Walt Seidelman 

Devotions/Prayer by Pastor Jeffray Greene 

Present: Carl Loftis, Dennis Mikula, Pastor Jeffray Greene, Walt Seidelman, 
Beth Schlinkert, Davalyn Hansen, Missy Amor, Linda Young, Ruth 
Skiera, Paul Bosschem 

Absent: Jackie Harms 
Guests: Paul and Lea Illig 
Motion by Paul Bosschem to approve the agenda with the addition of Paul 

& Lea Illig regarding the Youth budget. Second by Missy Amor.  

Suggested changes to Proposed Minutes of September 28, 2021 Council 
Meeting: 
Note that Pastor’s monthly report and the first page of the Treasur-

er’s Report will be posted on the website and hard copies will 
be available on the welcome desk.  

Council’s decision to request money from the endowment Com-
mittee for the Armory Youth Project was unanimous. 
“Approved by Council” will be added to the proposed minutes 
of the September Council Meeting.  

The proposed minutes should also include a “discussion and ap-
proval of retirement gifts for Mark Steigenga.” 

Motion by Missy Amor to approve the proposed September minutes  



 

 

 

with the above changes. Second by Dennis Mikula. 

Financial Matters 
Motion by Paul Bosschem to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 

Second by Debbie Hansen. 
Motion by Paul Bosschem to pay the bills. Second by Beth 

Schlinkert.  

Reminder that budget requests are due. 
Pastor’s Report 

Motion by Missy Amor to approve the confirmation of seven in-
dividuals named in the report.  Second by Beth Schlinkert. 

Reports of the Committees 
Finance Committee 
Property Committee: Parking lots will be resealed spring of 

2022; leaks in the boiler room will be fixed, no estimate on 
the landscaping but it probably will get done in the spring; 
media room door now has vents. 

Youth & Family: Lea and Paul Illig asked if the Council wants 
youth to go to Springhill. 

Reports of Special Committees, Task Groups, Boards, Organizations, and 
Auxiliaries 

Personnel Committee for the task of hiring an organist will meet on 
November 9 at 1 PM. 

Old Business 
The Endowment Committee approved donations to the Armory 

Youth Project. 
New Business 

Motion by Missy Amor to reschedule the November Council meeting 
for Tuesday,  

       November 30. Second by Dennis Mikula. 
Altar Guild will meet on Monday, November 29 at 1 PM. 

Communications & Public Comments 
Thank you note from Lutheran World Relief 
Thank you note from Samaritan’s Purse 

Motion by Dennis Mikula to adjourn. Second by Carl Loftis. Adjourned at 
8:04.  

 

     9 



 

 

10 

Real God, Real Presence, Real People 
 

Our Mission: 
To be followers of Jesus Christ by sharing God’s grace and forgiveness 

through our loving witness and service to all. 
 

  Our Vision: 
To be a congregation where God’s grace and forgiveness are 

 experienced, where all gather in love to serve the Lord, and where all witness 
to their faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
Traditional Eucharist 

Sundays at 10:30 am 

 
  Contemporary Eucharist 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm 
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We know that many of you like to donate toward the 

poinsettias in honor or in memory of a loved one. 

If you would like to donate, please provide us with 

the information requested below. Place this form, 

along with your contribution in the offering plate or 

mail it back to Good Shepherd at 521 Cypress Street, 

Manistee, MI  49660. 

A list of contributors will be printed in the Christmas 

bulletins. (Please print legibly.) 

In memory of: ____________________________ 

 (or) 

In honor of:  ____________________________ 

 

Donor: ____________________________ 
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