
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am, Sunday, August 8, 2021 

 

“Whoever eats of this bread will live forever.” 
 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and 

whoever eats this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. 

In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we 

live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, 

as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is 

giving yourself for the other. 
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GATHERING 

 
WELCOME  

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
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GATHERING VOLUNTARY  

 “Variations: Praise, My Soul” 
 - Robert A. Hobby, 1991 

All who are able stand for the hymn. 

GATHERING HYMN   
 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” ELW 865 
  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the 

true bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that 

he may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, 

we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.                          

All are seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING    2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

A reading from Second Samuel: 

King David ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my 

sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king 

gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went 

out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of 

Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and 

the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle 

spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims 

that day than the sword. Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. 

Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches 

of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging 

between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. And 

ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, 

and killed him. Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings 

for my lord the king! For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you 

from the power of all who rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, 

“Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the 

enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that 

young man.” The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over 

the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my 

son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Sung by all. Psalm 130 

 

Out | of the depths 

 I cry to | you, O Lord; 

O Lord, | hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my | supplication. 

If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

 O Lord, | who could stand? 

Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

 in order that you | may be feared. 

I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 

 in your word | is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord 

more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, 

for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

 with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 

For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 

 from | all their sins. 

Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 

   and to the | Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 

     A | - - men. 

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

A reading from Ephesians: 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, 

for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the 

sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves 

must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own 

hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come 

out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, 

so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of 

redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
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wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                 John 6:24-35 

The Holy Gospel according to John: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the crowd, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Then the 

Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 

down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 

whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down 

from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 

No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will 

raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 

shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 

Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who 

is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes 

has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the 

wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so  
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that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 

heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 

give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
All are seated. 

HOMILY Pr. Greene
  

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  

HYMN OF THE DAY 
                                  “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” ELW 488 
          

APOSTLES’ CREED 

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people exchange signs of peace. Then, all are seated while the meal is 

prepared.  

When the table is set, all who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding 

minister. 

 

MEAL 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 

Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 

your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you 

gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into 

the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 

for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
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for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 

to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may 

be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 

forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be 

given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 

in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

All are seated.  
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LAMB OF GOD Sung by all. 

 

 

 
When all have communed, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen. 

POST COMMUNION HYMN 
                                                       “I Am the Bread of Life” ELW 485 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 



12 

 

SENDING HYMN 
                                              “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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