
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am, Sunday, August 15, 2021 

 

“He had compassion for them.” 
 

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her 

bread and drink her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the 

biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything was 

created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God 

(1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s 

gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we 

can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine 

we share. 
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GATHERING 

 
WELCOME  

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
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GATHERING VOLUNTARY  
“Andante”  

-Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1756) 
  

All who are able stand for the hymn. 

 
GATHERING HYMN   
                                                    “O Day of Rest and Gladness” ELW 521  
  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 

are to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us 

the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 

conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 

worthy to ask, except through the merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.                          

All are seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING    1 Kings 2:10-12; 3-14 

A reading from First Kings: 

Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David.   

time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years 

in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.  So Solomon sat on the throne 

of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established.  Solomon loved 

the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 

offered incense at the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, 

for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt 

offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream 

by night; and God said, "Ask what I should give you."  And Solomon said, 

"You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and 

steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  And now, 

O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come 

in.  And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.  Give your 

servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to 

discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?"  

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, "Because 

you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for 

the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 

what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and 

discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you 

shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches 

and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you.  If you will 

walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father 

David walked, then I will lengthen your life." 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Sung by all. Psalm 111 

 

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole 

heart,  

 in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation.  

Great are the deeds | of the LORD!  

 They are studied by all who de- | light in them.  

His work is full of majes- | ty and splendor,  

 and his righteousness en- | dures forever.  

He makes his marvelous works to | be remembered; 

 the LORD is gracious and full | of compassion.  

He gives food to | those who fear him;  

 he is ever mindful | of his covenant.  

He has shown his people the power | of his works  

 in giving them the lands | of the nations.  

The works of his hands are faithful- | ness and justice;  

 all his command- | ments are sure.  

They stand fast forev- | er and ever,  

 because they are done in | truth and equity.  

He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his cove- | 

nant forever;  

 holy and awesome | is his name.  

The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom;  

 those who act accordingly have a good understanding.  

 His praise en- | dures forever. 

Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 

   and to the | Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 

     A | - - men. 

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:11-22 

A reading from Ephesians: 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise,  making the 

most of the time, because the days are evil.  So do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is.  Do not get drunk with wine, for that 

is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns 
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and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the 

Lord in your hearts. giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for 

everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL                John 6:51-58 

The Holy Gospel according to John: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 

bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world 

is my flesh."  The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can 

this man give us his flesh to eat?"  So Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 

have no life in you.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 

eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food 

and my blood is true drink.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 

abide in me, and I in them.  Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 

because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me.  This is 

the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors 

ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever." 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
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All are seated. 

 

HOMILY Pr. 

Greene  

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Word of God, Come Down to Earth” ELW 510 

                           
          

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
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Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people exchange signs of peace. Then, all are seated while the meal is 

prepared.  

When the table is set, all who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding 

minister. 

MEAL 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 

Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 

your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you 

gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into 

the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 

for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 

to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 

forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be 

given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

All are seated.  
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LAMB OF GOD Sung by all. 

 

 

 

When all have communed, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN 

 “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine” ELW 638 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
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SENDING HYMN 
“On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW 537 

                                  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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