
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am, Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 

“For many who are first will be last; and the last will be first.”  

 
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to 

inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s 

gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved 

him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open 

door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture 

bombards us with the message that we will find life by 

consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the 

invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 
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GATHERING 

 
WELCOME  

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

All who are able stand for the hymn. 
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GATHERING HYMN   
“Oh That The Lord Would Guide My Ways” ELW 772 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
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Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish 

questions of every generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge 

over you, and grant us the confident faith to acknowledge you 

as Lord.  

Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen.                         
 
 

 All are seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                    Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

 

A reading from Job: 
 

Then Job answered:  "Today also my complaint is bitter; his hand 

is heavy despite my groaning.  Oh, that I knew where I might find 

him, that I might come even to his dwelling!  I would lay my case 

before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.  I would learn what 

he would answer me, and understand what he would say to me.  

Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? No; but 

he would give heed to me.  There an upright person could reason 

with him, and I should be acquitted forever by my judge.  "If I go 

forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him; on 

the left he hides, and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right, but I 

cannot see him.  God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has 

terrified me; If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness 

would cover my face! 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM           Spoken by all.                                       Psalm 22:1-15 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my 

groaning? 
 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

    and by night, but find no rest. 
 Yet you are holy, 

    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
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 In you our ancestors trusted; 

    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
 To you they cried, and were saved; 

    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 But I am a worm, and not human; 

    scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
 All who see me mock at me; 

    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
 “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 

    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 

    you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
 On you I was cast from my birth, 

    and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
 Do not be far from me, 

    for trouble is near 

    and there is no one to help. 

 Many bulls encircle me, 

    strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
 they open wide their mouths at me, 

    like a ravening and roaring lion. 
 I am poured out like water, 

    and all my bones are out of joint; 

my heart is like wax; 

    it is melted within my breast; 
 my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 

    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

    you lay me in the dust of death. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

     Amen. 

 

SECOND READING                                  Hebrews 4:12-16 
 

A reading from Hebrews, 
 

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints 
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from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart.  And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and 

laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an 

account.  Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 

respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore 

approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 
GOSPEL                Mark 10:17-31 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

A reading from St. Mark: 
 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt 

before him, and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?"  Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me 
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good? No one is good but God alone.  You know the 

commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 

You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.'"  He said 

to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth."   

Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; 

go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."  When he 

heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 

many possessions.  Then Jesus looked around and said to his 

disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!"  And the disciples were perplexed 

at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how 

hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of God."  They were greatly astounded and 

said to one another, "Then who can be saved?"  Jesus looked at 

them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for 

God all things are possible."   Peter began to say to him, "Look, 

we have left everything and followed you."  Jesus said, "Truly I 

tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the 

sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now 

in this age--houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, 

and fields with persecutions--and in the age to come eternal life.  

But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

All are seated. 

 
HOMILY                                               Reverend Jody Bambas  
 

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
                                       “You are the Way” ELW 758 

          

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living 

together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREETING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

The people exchange signs of peace. Then, all are seated while the meal is 

prepared.  

When the table is set, all who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding 

minister. 

MEAL 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 

Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 

your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
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everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you 

gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into 

the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things 

for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 
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to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and 

wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 

forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be 

given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

All are seated.  

 
LAMB OF GOD Sung by all. 

 
When all have communed, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
“Word of God, Come Down on Earth” ELW 510  

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING HYMN 
       “On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW 537 

DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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