Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 am, Sunday, October 17, 2021

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.”
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be
closest to Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his followers about
God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit
that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct
challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding
power over others is what makes you great. When we pray “your
kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and
oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of
great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.
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GATHERING
WELCOME
All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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All who are able stand for the hymn.

GATHERING HYMN
“Abide With Me” ELW 629

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.
Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness
comes to us anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to
acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve
you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
All are seated.

WORD
FIRST READING

Job 38:1-7

A reading from Job:
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:
Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Spoken by all

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
O LORD my God, how excellent is your greatness!
You are clothed with majesty and splendor.
You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak
and spread out the heavens like a curtain.
You lay the beams of your chambers in the waters above;
you make the clouds your chariot; you ride on the wings of
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the wind.
You make the winds your messengers
and flames of fire your servants.
You have set the earth upon its foundations,
so that it never shall move at any time.
You covered it with the deep as with a mantle;
the waters stood higher than the mountains.
At your rebuke they fled;
at the voice of your thunder they hastened away.
They went up into the hills and down to the valleys beneath,
to the places you had appointed for them.
You set the limits that they should not pass;
they shall not again cover the earth.
Man goes forth to his work
and to his labor until the evening.
May these words of mine please him;
I will rejoice in the LORD.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

SECOND READING

Hebrews 5:1-10

A reading from Hebrews:
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of
things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and
wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of
this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of
the people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes
it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did
not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten
you"; as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek." In the days of his flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was
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heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who
obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according
to the order of Melchizedek.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All who are able, stand for the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Mark 10:35-45

The Holy Gospel according to Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
A reading from St. Mark:
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to
him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you."
And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" And
they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them, "You do not know
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" They replied,
"We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will
drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be
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baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." When the ten heard
this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called
them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great
ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All are seated.

HOMILY

Pastor Greene

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult” ELW 696

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
Each petition ends with:

Lord in Your Mercy,

Hear our Prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
The people exchange signs of peace. Then, all are seated while the meal is
prepared.
When the table is set, all who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding
minister.

MEAL
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

8

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you
gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into
the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things
for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the
promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully
to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and
wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be
given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and
forever.

Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
All are seated.

LAMB OF GOD Sung by all.

When all have communed, the assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” ELW 490

PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN
“Come, We that Love the Lord” ELW 625

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
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