
First Sunday of Advent 
10:30 am, Sunday, November 28, 2021 

 

“My eyes have seen Your salvation.” 
 

Stir up your power, and come! We cry out for an apparently 

distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear 

Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling 

from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we 

would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of 

people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open 

the heavens and come.  We are reminded that those who longed for 

His coming had their longings fulfilled and saw it.  Join with them 

and always rejoice, for the Lord is near. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  Verse 1  ELW 490 

 

WELCOME 
 

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord 

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
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minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                            “Gather Us In”    ELW 532  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray, 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength 

and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 
All are seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING    Jeremiah 33:14-16 

A reading from Jeremiah: 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In 

those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is 

our righteousness.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                      Spoken by all. Psalm 25:1-10 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my | trust in you;* 

 let me not be humiliated, 

 nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 

Let none who look to you be | put to shame;* 

 let the treacherous be disappointed | in their schemes. 

Show me your | ways, O Lord,* 

 and teach | me your paths. 

Lead me in your | truth and teach me,* 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,* 

 for they are from | everlasting. 

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;* 

 remember me according to your love 

 and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright | is the Lord;* 

 therefore he teaches sinners | in his way. 

He guides the humble in | doing right* 

 and teaches his way | to the lowly. 

All the paths of the Lord are | love and faithfulness* 

 to those who keep his covenant and his | testimonies. 

For your name’s | sake, O Lord,* 
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 forgive my sin, for | it is great. 

Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,* 

   and to the | Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.* 

   A | - - men. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

A reading from Thessalonians: 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that 

we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray 

most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father 

himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 

all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen 

your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                    Luke 2:25-38 

The Holy Gospel comes to us from the 2nd Chapter of the Gospel 

of Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 

the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 



6 

 

for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God, saying, 
 

 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 

 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 

 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 

said about him.  Then Simeon] blessed them and said to his mother 

Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 

in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your 

own soul too.” 
 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age 

of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and 

began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

All are seated. 

 

HOMILY  

 

A period of silence is kept. Then all who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264 

 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven  and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the 

Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

After exchanging peace, all are seated. 
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MEAL 

PRAYER 
 
When the table is set, all who are able stand at the minister’s invitation. 

 

Let us pray, 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, 

and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with You. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

through whom you will also make all things new  

in the day when he comes again to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  

You have filled all creation with light and life;  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;  

and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,  
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who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup  

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming 

in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,  

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood  

may live to the praise of your glory  

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and 

every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our 

great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Father, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

  

  

COMMUNION 

All are invited to commune at the direction of the ushers. When all have 

partaken, those who are able, stand for the hymn. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 254 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
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through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN 
 “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” ELW 847 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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