
 
 
 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10:30 am, Sunday, December 19, 2021 

 

“My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

  

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of 

Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and 

Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds 

us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which 

the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high 

delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

MANISTEE, MICHIGAN 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING VOLUNTARY 
            Introit: Veni Emmanuel – Pietro Yon (1886-1943) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Verse 4  ELW 490 
 

WELCOME 
 

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Stand for singing. 
 

GATHERING HYMN       

   “O Come O, Come Emmanuel” Verses 1, 4, 5, & 8   ELW 257 
 

GREETING       Sung acapella. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray, 
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Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance of 

our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we 

may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

All are seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                         Micah 5:2-5a 

 

A reading from Micah. 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.   Therefore he shall 

give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 

forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in 

the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live 

secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall 

be the one of peace. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM                      Spoken by all.                             Psalm 80:1-7 
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;  

    shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.  

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,  

    stir up your strength and | come to help us.  

Restore us, O | God of hosts;  

    show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.  

O LORD | God of hosts,  

how long will you be angered despite the prayers | of your       

people?  

You have fed them with the | bread of tears;  

    you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.  
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You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,  

    and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.  

Restore us, O | God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be                 

saved.  

 Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 

   and to the | Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 

   A | - - men. 

 

SECOND READING                                Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices 

and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for 

me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  

Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the 

scroll of the book it is written of me)."  When he said above, "You 

have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the 

law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes 

the first in order to establish the second.  And it is by God's will that 

we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                                             Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

 

The Holy Gospel comes to us from the First Chapter of the Gospel of 

Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 

the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to me, 

that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the 

sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 

was spoken to her by the Lord."  And Mary said, "My soul magnifies 

the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked 

with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me, and holy is his name.  His mercy is for those who fear 

him from generation to generation.  He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 

away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

All are seated. 

 

HOMILY                                                            Pastor Greene  
 

A period of silence is kept. Then all who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “Come Thou Almighty King” ELW 408 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 

he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

After exchanging peace, all are seated. 
 

ANTHEM AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE TABLE 
                                             “Magnificat” - James Chepponis, 1980 
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MEAL 
PRAYER 
 

When the table is set, all who are able stand at the minister’s invitation. 
 

Let us pray, 
 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 
 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.  

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

through whom you will also make all things new  

in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  

You have filled all creation with light and life;  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;  

and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,  

who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup  

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  

the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,  

that we who receive the Lord's body and blood  

may live to the praise of your glory  

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 

comes as victorious Lord of all. 
 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Father, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

  

  
 

COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to commune at the direction of the ushers. When all have partaken, 

those who are able, stand for the hymn. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in His grace. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW 484 

PRAYER 

 
Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 

strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 

SENDING HYMN 

 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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