The First Sunday after Christmas
10:30 am, Sunday December 26, 2021

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.”
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy
Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in
favor with God and humankind. We too have returned to the house of
God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has
gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.
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GATHERING
All who are able, stand for singing.

GATHERING HYMN

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW 279

WELCOME
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen
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ABSOLUTION
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray,
Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully
restored the dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the
divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share our humanity, and who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
All are seated.

WORD
FIRST READING

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

A reading from Samuel.
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen
ephod. His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to
him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly
sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May
the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she
made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home. Now
the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with
the LORD and with the people.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Spoken by all.

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD | from the heavens;
praise him | in the heights.
Praise him, all you an- | gels of his;
praise him, | all his host.
Praise him, | sun and moon;
praise him, all you | shining stars.
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Psalm 148

Praise him, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
Let them praise the name | of the LORD;
for he commanded, and they | were created.
He made them stand fast forev- | er and ever;
he gave them a law which shall not | pass away.
Praise the LORD | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
fire and hail, | snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- | ing his will;
mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | winged birds;
kings of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
young | men and maidens,
old and | young together.
Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
for his name only is exalted, his splendor is over | earth
and heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his |
loyal servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. | Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,
and to the | Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.
A | - - men.
SECOND READING

Colossians 3:12-17

A reading from Colossians.
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach
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and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
All who are able, stand for the Gospel.

GOSPEL

ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Luke 2:41-52

The Holy Gospel comes to us from the Second Chapter of the Gospel
of Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual
for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did
not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they
went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding
and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished;
and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this?
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety."
He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to
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Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and
in divine and human favor.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All are seated.

HOMILY

Pastor Greene

A period of silence is kept. Then all who are able, stand to sing the hymn.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW 290
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
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Each petition ends with:

Lord in Your Mercy,
Hear our Prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
After exchanging peace, all are seated.

MEAL
PRAYER
When the table is set, all who are able stand at the minister’s invitation.

Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory;
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.
Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in
power to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every
place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Father, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION
All are invited to commune at the direction of the ushers. When all have
partaken, those who are able, stand for the hymn.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
COMMUNION HYMN
“What Child is This” ELW 296
PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near.
As you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share
the good news of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through
the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING SONG

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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