
 

 

 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 am, Sunday, September 18, 2022 

 

“The Lord lifts up the poor.” 
  

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers 

(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize 

that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . 

gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God 

we have nothing – we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we 

have everything we need. 
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GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 

All who are able, stand at the invitation of the presiding minister. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

GATHERING VOLUNTARY 

                                                                      “Trumpet Tune, 1962”                              

- David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
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GATHERING HYMN 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” ELW 634 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering 

for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to 

the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow his 

commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

All are seated. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                             Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick.  Hark, the cry of 

my poor people from far and wide in the land: "Is the LORD not in 

Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why have they provoked me to 

anger with their images, with their foreign idols?")  "The harvest is 

past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved."  For the hurt of 

my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of 

me.  Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why 

then has the health of my poor people not been restored?  O that 

my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so 

that I might weep day and night for the slain of my poor people! 
                    

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                 Psalm 79:1-9 
                                        

  
O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance; 

they have profaned your | holy temple;  

 they have made Jerusalem a | heap of rubble.  

They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the 

birds | of the air,  

 and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts | of the field.  

They have shed their blood like water on every side | of 

Jerusalem,  

 and there was no one to | bury them.  

We have become a reproach | to our neighbors,  

 an object of scorn and derision to | those around us.  

How long will you be an- | gry, O LORD?  

 Will your fury blaze like | fire forever?  

Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who | have not known 

you  

 and upon the kingdoms that have not called up- | on your 

name.  
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For they have | devoured Jacob  

 and made his dwell- | ing a ruin.  

Remember not our past sins; let your compassion be | swift to 

meet us;  

 for we have been brought | very low.  

Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory | of your name;  

 deliver us and forgive us our sins, | for your name's sake.  

Glory to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the | Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning is now 

 and will | be forever.   

A | --men. 
 

SECOND READING                                      1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are 

in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and dignity.  This is right and is acceptable in the 

sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God; there is 

also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, 

himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all--this was 

attested at the right time.  For this I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 

Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

All who are able, stand for the Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL                                                             Luke 16:1-13 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a 

manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 

squandering his property.  So he summoned him and said to him, 

'What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 

management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.'  

Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my 

master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong 

enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  I have decided what to 

do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 

me into their homes.'  So, summoning his master's debtors one by 

one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?'  He 

answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your 

bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.'  Then he asked another, 

'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of 

wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.'  And 

his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 

acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.  

And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest 

wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 

eternal homes.  "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also 

in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also 

in much.  If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 

wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  And if you have 

not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you 

what is your own?  No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 

either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

All are seated. 
 

HOMILY                                                                    Pr. Greene  
 

All who are able, stand to sing the hymn.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” ELW 818 

APOSTLES’ CREED                            
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

Each petition ends with: 

Lord in Your Mercy, 

Hear our Prayer. 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people exchange signs of peace, all are seated. 

 

MEAL 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 

endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from 

the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world 

signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the 

Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 

your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 

fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 

after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table 

with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 

body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 

creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 

and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD        Sung by all. 
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COMMUNION 

All are invited to commune at the direction of the ushers. 

 

 

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY  
“Interlude from Twenty Short Pieces, 1955”  

- Jan Bender (1909-1994) 
 

All who are able, please stand.  
 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMN         

 “There is a Balm in Gilead” ELW 614 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 
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SENDING HYMN     
“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” ELW 536 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

SENDING VOLUNTARY 
“Organ Chorale: Now Thank We All Our God, from Cantata No. 79”  

-Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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