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God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that
God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the
news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus
is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we
hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending
comes full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
in the body and the blood,
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heav'nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way;
as the Light of light, descending
from the realms of endless day,
comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish,
as the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” ELW 490

HYMN OF PRAISE
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise
you for your glory. Glory to God . . .
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: Receive our prayer. Glory
to God . . .
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen, amen. Glory to God . . .
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the
sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

A reading from Second Samuel.
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with
you.” But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day
I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus
says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place,
and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Luke 1:46b-55

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation.
You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,
and to the | Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.
A | - - men.
SECOND READING

Romans 16:25-27

A reading from Romans.
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Rev. Fr. Jody Bambas
“The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” ELW 265

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee;
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name.”
“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
Each petition ends with:
Hear us, O God;
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY SONG

“His Name Shall Be” – Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman, 2020

Oh can you hear the angels' song
That rang so sweet and clear
When heaven's light and music fell
And mercy found us here
Glory in the highest
And on the earth be peace
Glory to God the angels sing
He came to tell the Father's love
His goodness and His grace
To show the brightness of His smile
The glory of His face
Glory in the highest
And on the earth be peace
Glory to God Your children sing
(His name shall be called) Wonderful Counselor
Mighty God Everlasting Father
Prince of Peace for all eternity
Oh His name shall be
He came to lift the weary ones
Give peace and perfect rest
To take away our burdens
And to give a glorious gift
So glory in the highest
And on the earth be peace
Glory to God the world will sing
One name above all others
One name that came to save us
Oh sing His name is
His name is Jesus

His name shall be
His name shall be

MEAL
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that
we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus,
Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the
day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Though separated by the trials of this world, we are gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. Let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF BREAD
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and
cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the
world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING SONG
One star
Burns in the darkness
Shines with the promise Emmanuel
One child
Born in the stillness
Living within us Emmanuel

“Glory (Let There Be Peace)”
– Chris Stevens, Matt Maher, Rachel Taylor Popadic

We're singing Glory Glory
Let there be peace let there be peace
Singing Glory Glory
Let there be peace let it start in me
One voice
Speaks for the voiceless
Hope for the hopeless Emmanuel
One love
Brings us together
Now and forever Emmanuel
Do not be afraid
His love is strong enough to save us
Nothing stands in the way
His love is strong enough to lead us
(REPEAT)
Let there be peace let it start in me

