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The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity, 
to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what 
God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s 
salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the 
prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                     “Organ Toccata on the Hymn Tune: Regent Square” 
                                                                                                                   - Douglas E. Wagner, 1979 
GATHERING HYMN                                             “In His Temple Now Behold Him” ELW 417 
In his temple now behold him, 
see the long-expected Lord; 
ancient prophets had foretold him, 
God has sent the promised Word. 
Now to praise him, his redeemed 
shall break forth with one accord. 
 
In the arms of her who bore him, 
virgin pure, behold him lie, 
while his aged saints adore him, 
ere in perfect faith they die. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Lo, the incarnate God Most High! 
 
Jesus, by your presentation, 
when they blessed you, weak and poor, 
make us see your great salvation, 
seal us with your promise sure; 
and present us, in your glory, 
to your Father, cleansed and pure. 
 
Prince and author of salvation, 
be your boundless love our theme! 
Jesus, praise to you be given 
by the world you did redeem, 
with the Father and the Spirit 
God of majesty supreme! 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. Glory to God . . . 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: Receive our prayer. Glory 
to God . . . 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen, amen. Glory to God . . . 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING            Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

A reading from Isaiah. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new 
name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                                                                                                     Psalm 148 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens; 
 praise God | in the heights. 
Praise the Lord, | all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens, 
 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 



Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 
 who commanded, and they | were created, 
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R 
Praise the Lord| from the earth, 
 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
mountains | and all hills, 
 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
wild beasts | and all cattle, 
 creeping things and | flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers | of the world; 
young | men and maidens, 
 old and | young together. 
Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! 
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 
 and to the | Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 
    A | - - men. 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                       Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians. 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                            Luke 2:22-40 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought 
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was 
a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward 
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now 
you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 



Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There 
was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY                                                                                             The Rev. Fr. Jody Bambas 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                               “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” ELW 272 
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
as seers of old have sung, 
it came, a flow'r so bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 
when half-spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah had foretold it, 
the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, 
the virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, 
when half-spent was the night. 
 
This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
with sweetness fills the air, 
dispels with glorious splendor 
the darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
from sin and death he saves us 
and lightens ev'ry load. 
 
O Savior, child of Mary, 
who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, king of glory, 
who dost our weakness know: 
bring us at length, we pray, 
to the bright courts of heaven 
and into endless day. 

 
 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 
Each petition ends with: 
Hear us, O God; 
Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.  

OFFERTORY SONG                                       “Adore” – Graham Kendrick, Martin Chalk, 2015 
You stepped down from heaven 
Humbly You came 
God of all creation 
Here with us 
In a starlit manger Emmanuel 
Light of the world here to save 
 
Adore 
Come let us adore 
O come let us adore Him 
The Lord 
Worship Christ the Lord 
Let all that is within us adore 
 
 



Wise men bring their treasures 
Shepherds bow low 
Angel voices sing 
Of peace on earth 
What have I to offer to heaven's King 
I will bring my life my love my all 
 
Angels sing praises ring 
To the newborn King 
Peace on earth here with us 
Joy awakening 
At Your feet we fall 

 
MEAL 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us 
at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and 
mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of 
your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest, hosanna in the highest. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Though separated by the trials of this world, we are gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. Let us pray 
as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF BREAD 
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal. 
We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self with the 
body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world 
in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



SENDING SONG                                               “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing / King of Heaven” 
                                    – Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Jason Ingram, Paul Baloche 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Son of righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Risen with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
King of Heaven come down 
King of Heaven come now 
Let Your glory reign shining like the day 
King of Heaven come 
King of Heaven rise up 
Who can stand against us 
You are strong to save 
In Your mighty name King of Heaven come 
Christ by highest heaven adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a virgin's womb 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King the newborn King 
King of Heaven come King of Heaven come 
King of Heaven come King of Heaven come 
King of Heaven come down 
King of Heaven come now 
Let Your glory reign shining like the day 
King of Heaven come 
 


