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The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers 
us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is 
in need. 

 
GATHERING 

 
GATHERING VOLUNTARY                                          
                            “Te Deum Laudamus (We Praise You, O God)” – Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
RINGING OF CHANGES ON THE TOWER BELLS 
GATHERING HYMN                                         “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright”  ELW 384 
That Easter day with joy was bright; 
the sun shone out with fairer light 
when, to their longing eyes restored, 
th’apostles saw their risen Lord! 
O Jesus, king of gentleness, 
with constant love our hearts possess; 
to you our lips will ever raise 
the tribute of our grateful praise. 
O Christ, you are the Lord of all 
in this our Easter festival, 
for you will be our strength and shield 
from ev’ry weapon death can wield. 
All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
to you, once dead, but now alive! 
To God the Father equal praise, 
and God the Spirit, now we raise! 

GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ 
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  

 

WORD 
FIRST READING                                                                                                         Acts 4:32-35 

A reading from Acts: 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                                                                                                     Psalm 133 

How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
 when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
 upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
 For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. 
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 
    and to the | Holy Spirit. 
as it was in | the beginning, 
    is now, and will be for- | ever. Amen. 

SECOND READING                                                                                                1 John 1:1-2:2 
A reading from First John: 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 
the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have 
heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what 
is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make  



him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                    John 20:19-31 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY                                                                                                                   Pr. Greene 

HYMN OF THE DAY                          “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing”  ELW 386, Verses 5-9 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
When Thomas first the tidings heard, 
that they had seen the risen Lord, 
he doubted the disciples’ word. 
Alleluia! 
“:My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 
and look upon my hands, my feet; 
not faithless, but believing be.” 
Alleluia! 
No longer Thomas then denied; 
he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 



How blest are they who have not seen, 
and yet whose faith has constant been, 
for they eternal life shall win. 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

NICENE CREED 
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 
confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.  
OFFERTORY SONG                                                                            “Dancing on the Waves” 
                   - Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Kyle Briskin, Martin Cash, Scott Cash, 2019 
I'm standing at your door 
My heart is calling yours 
Come fall into my arms 
You're weary from it all 
Been running for too long 
I'm here to bring you home  



I'm reaching out 
I'll chase you down 
I dare you to believe 
How much I love you now 
Don't be afraid 
I am your strength 
We'll be walking on the water 
Dancing on the waves 
Look up and lift your eyes 
The future's open wide 
I have great plans for you 
Your past is dead and gone 
Your healing has begun 
I'm making all things new 
I set every star into place 
So you would remember my name 
I made it all for you 
But you are my masterpiece 
You are the reason I sing 
This is my song for you 

 
MEAL 

PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to 
age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the 



flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people 
through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your 
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out 
on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe 
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water 
to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
DISMISSAL 
Go in the peace of the risen Christ! 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 
 



SENDING SONG                                 “You Are My King (Amazing Love” –Billy J. Foote, 1996 
I'm forgiven 
Because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted 
You were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died 
And rose again 
Amazing love 
How can it be 
That You my King 
Would die for me 
Amazing love 
I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor You 
In all I do I honor You 
You are my King 
You are my King 
Jesus You are my King 
Jesus You are my King 

SENDING VOLUNTARY                          “Prelude in Classic Style” – Gordon Young (1919-1998) 


