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The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God
makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will
be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we
receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for
healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

GATHERING
CONFESSION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray,
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid;
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

“Merciful Father” – Matt Redman, Patt Barrett, Tim Wanstall

Merciful Father we have wandered from Your ways
Sinned against Heaven and against Your holy name
We haven't loved You with a whole heart
We haven't loved our neighbour as ourselves
But You're a merciful Father

You're a merciful Father
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
O You're good to us
You're good to us so good to us
What a beautiful kindness
What a gift of forgiveness
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
You are faithful forever
And we will turn our hearts to You
You're the gift and the Giver
Ev'ry day Your mercy new
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
You're a merciful Father You're a merciful Father
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
What a beautiful kindness
What a gift of forgiveness
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us
from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Numbers 21:4-9

A reading from Numbers:
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent,

and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at
the serpent of bronze and live.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
Let the redeemed of the | Lord proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
Then in their trouble they cried | to the Lord
and you delivered them from | their distress.
You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,
and to the | Holy Spirit.
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.
A | - - men.
SECOND READING

Ephesians 2:1-10

A reading from Ephesians:
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who
are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires
of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is
rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not
the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

John 3:14-21

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this
is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pr. Greene
“God Loved the World” ELW 323

God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son the lost to save,
that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.
Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone
are built on this chief cornerstone.
If you are ill, if death draws near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus rescues us from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.
Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
forgives all sins that you have done,
and justified by Jesus' blood,
your baptism grants the highest good.
All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!
NICENE CREED
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we
confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came

down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
Each petition ends with:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY SONG
“Grace Like Rain” – Chris Collins, Edwin Othello Excell, John Newton,
Todd Agnew, William W. Walker, 2003
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see so clearly
Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away
(They're washed away)
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed
When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing Your praise
Than when we'd first begun
Hallelujah yeah
Hallelujah yeah
Hallelujah yeah oh yeah
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away
They’re washed away

MEAL
PRAYER
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life and bring us to the fullness
of grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest, hosanna in the highest.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and
accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise
and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, and these your
own gifts of bread and wine; that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be
filled with heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul
and body, and have our portion with all your saints.
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
SENDING HYMN

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW 759

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day be wholly thine!
May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire!
While life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray from thee aside.
When ends life's transient dream, when death's cold, sullen stream shall o'er me roll;
blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust remove;
oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!

