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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet
we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be
signs of reconciliation in the world.

GATHERING
CONFESSION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray,
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid;
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

GATHERING SONG

“Merciful Father” – Matt Redman, Pat Barrett, Tim Wanstall

Merciful Father we have wandered from Your ways
Sinned against Heaven and against Your holy name
We haven't loved You with a whole heart
We haven't loved our neighbor as ourselves
But You're a merciful Father
You're a merciful Father
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
O You're good to us
You're good to us so good to us
What a beautiful kindness
What a gift of forgiveness
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
You are faithful forever
And we will turn our hearts to You
You're the gift and the Giver
Ev'ry day Your mercy new
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
You're a merciful Father You're a merciful Father
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
Now to love You with a whole heart
Now to love our neighbour as ourselves
What a beautiful kindness
What a gift of forgiveness
O You're rich in love
You're rich in love so rich in love
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and
pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave
this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they
did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
who forgives | all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R
who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
O Lord, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,
and to the | Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.
A | - - men.

Psalm 103:1-13

SECOND READING

Romans 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe
it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then,
each of us will be accountable to God..

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL

Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you
not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

The Rev. Dr. Timothy Knauff

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” ELW 605

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,”
you taught us, Lord, to pray;
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.
How can your pardon reach and bless
the unforgiving heart
that broods on wrongs and will not let
old bitterness depart?
In blazing light your cross reveals
the truth we dimly knew:
how trifling others' debts to us;
how great our debt to you!
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls
and bid resentment cease;
then, by your mercy reconciled,
our lives will spread your peace.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
GREETING OF PEACE

OFFERTORY SONG

“10,000 Reasons: Bless the Lord” – Matt Redman, 2011

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore
Worship Your holy name
Lord I'll worship Your holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name

MEAL
PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these
gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest, hosanna in the highest.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own
gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled
with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as
your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Though separated by the trials of this world, we are gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. Let us
pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF BREAD
This is Jesus; this is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the same Lord whose property is always
to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You set us free from guilt and grave; have mercy now, we pray
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
Eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we pray.
The elements of the Eucharist, consecrated during the service as recorded on Wednesday, August
26, are distributed on Saturday, September 12, from 4 to 4:30 pm at the parking lot entrance to
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Those who wish to commune are asked to park in the lot, walk
over to the portico while observing social distancing, and receive bagged, consecrated elements.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by
your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your
neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN
“Rise, Shine, You People” ELW 665
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.
See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.
Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
of Jesus' glory.
Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation
God's new creation.

