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The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life.  We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which  we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit  in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive,
but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.

GATHERING

CONFESSION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray,
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING VOLUNTARY “Organ Chorale: Praise to the Lord” - Xxxx Xxxxxx

GATHERING HYMN. “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ELW 858
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore Him!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with  you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 A reading from First Samuel.

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel
did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And
the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The Lord said to
Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said,
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the



sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you
come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and
thought, “Surely the Lord‘s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came
mightily upon David  from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 20
May the Lord answer you in the | day of trouble,

the name of the God of Ja- | cob defend you;
send you help from the | sanctuary

and strengthen you | out of Zion;
may the Lord remember | all your offerings

and accept | your burnt sacrifice;
grant you your | heart’s desire

and prosper | all your plans.
We will shout for joy at your victory and unfurl our banners in the name |

of our God; may the Lord grant all | your requests.
Now I know that the Lord gives victory to | the anointed one;

God will answer out of the holy heaven, gaining victory with a |
strong right hand. Some trust in chariots and | some in horses,

but we rely on the name of the | Lord our God.
They collapse | and fall down,

but we will arise | and stand upright.



O Lord, give victory | to the king
and answer us | when we call.

Glory to the Father, and | to the Son,
and to the | Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever.
A | - - men.

SECONDREADING 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 A reading from Second Corinthians.

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all
of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance
and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he
does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then
the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which,
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such
parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to



them except in parables, but he explained everything in  private to his disciples.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pr. Greene SONG OF THE DAY “Xxxx Xxxxxx” – Xxxx Xxxxxxx Xxxxx

xxxx xxxx

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we  confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according

to their needs. Each petition ends with:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through your  Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



SONG OF THE DAY “Xxxx Xxxxxx” – Xxxx Xxxxxxx Xxxxx xxxx xxxx

MEAL
PRAYER
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the  highest.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he  comes.



Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we
give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we
ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and
Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to
live as  your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and  forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen. PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our  Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SENDING HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ELW 733
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;



thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
FROM THE BELFRY “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW 759
My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away,
oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!


