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When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to 
the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. 
In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the 
prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, 
and to proclaim God’s saving love. 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
CONFESSION 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Let us pray, 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

ABSOLUTION 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
GATHERING VOLUNTARY            “Organ Improvisation: If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 
                                                                                                                       - Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

GATHERING HYMN                                     “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” ELW 769 
If you but trust in God to guide you 
with gentle hand through all your ways, 
you'll find that God is there beside you 
when crosses come, in trying days. 



Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
build on the rock that will not move. 
What gain is there in anxious weeping, 
in helpless anger and distress? 
If you are in your Savior's keeping, 
in sorrow will he love you less? 
For Christ who took for you a cross 
will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 
The Lord our restless hearts is holding, 
in peace and quietness content. 
We rest in God's good will unfolding, 
what wisdom from on high has sent. 
God, who has chosen us by grace, 
knows very well the fears we face. 
Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
offer your service faithfully. 
Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
you'll find this promise true to be. 
This is our confidence indeed:  
God never fails in time of need. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments; and also, that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                                         2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

A reading from Second Samuel. 
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. David and all the people with 
him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by 
the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. They carried the ark of God on a 
new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 
David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, with songs and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. So, David went and brought up the ark 
of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those who bore 
the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. David danced before the 
Lord with all his might; David was girded with a linen ephod. So, David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. As the ark of the 
Lord came into the city of David, Michal, daughter of Saul, looked out of the window, and saw 



King David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. They brought 
in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and David 
offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the Lord. When David had finished 
offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, and distributed food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both 
men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the 
people went back to their homes. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                                                                                                      Psalm 24 
The earth is the Lord‘s and all | that is in it, 
 the world and those who | dwell therein. 
For the Lord has founded it up- | on the seas 
 and established it up- | on the rivers. 
Who may ascend the mountain | of the Lord, 
 and who may stand in God’s | holy place? 
Those of innocent hands and puri- | ty of heart, 
 who do not swear on God’s being, 
    nor do they pledge by | what is false. 
They shall receive blessing | from the Lord 
 and righteousness from the God of | their salvation. 
Such is the generation of those who seek | you, O Lord, 
 of those who seek your face, O | God of Jacob. 
Lift up your heads, O gates; 
and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this | King of glory? 
 The Lord, strong and mighty, 
    the Lord, might- | y in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates; 
and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this | King of glory? 
 Truly, the Lord of hosts is the | King of glory. 
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 
 and to the | Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 
    A | - - men. 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                     Ephesians 1:3-14 

A reading from Ephesians: 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight, he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 



heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                   Mark 6:14-29 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
King Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were 
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at 
work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod 
himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, 
his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted 
to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen 
to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 
it.” And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 
kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of 
John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me 
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard 
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of 
the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY                                                                                                                 Pr. Greene 

SONG OF THE DAY            “What a Beautiful Name” – Ben Fielding, Brooke Ligertwood, 2016 

You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 



 
 
You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 
You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 
confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

OFFERTORY SONG   
                                                         “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” – Martin Smith, 1994 

Over the mountains and the sea 
Your river runs with love for me 
And I will open up my heart 
And let the Healer set me free 
I'm happy to be in the truth 
And I will daily lift my hands 
For I will always sing 
Of when Your love came down yeah 
I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 
I could sing of Your love forever 
Oh I feel like dancing 
It's foolishness I know 
But when the world has seen the light 
They will dance with joy like we're dancing now 

 
MEAL 

PRAYER 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 



world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill 
for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own 
gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled 
with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as 
your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
You suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
You set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
Eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                              “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW 812 

Faith of our fathers, living still 
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
Refrain 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
we will be true to thee till death. 
The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, 
were still in heart and conscience free; 
and blest would be their children's fate 
if they, like them, should die for thee.  Refrain 
Faith of our fathers! We will love 
both friend and foe in all our strife; 
proclaim thee too, as love knows how, 
by saving word and faithful life.   Refrain 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



 
 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                      “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” ELW 717 

Let justice flow like streams 
of sparkling water, pure, 
enabling growth, refreshing life, 
abundant, cleansing, sure. 
Let righteousness roll on 
as others' cares we heed, 
an ever-flowing stream of faith 
translated into deed. 
So may God's plumb line, straight, 
define our measure true, 
and justice, right, and peace pervade 
this world our whole life through. 

FROM THE BELFRY                                                                 “O Christ the Same” ELW 760 

O Christ the same, through all our story's pages, 
our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears; 
eternal Lord, the king of all the ages, 
unchanging still amid the passing years: 
O living Word, the source of all creation, 
who spread the skies, and set the stars ablaze, 
O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation, 
we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays. 


