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When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after 
the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. 
When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays 
within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 

 
GATHERING 

 
CONFESSION 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Let us pray, 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

ABSOLUTION 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
GATHERING VOLUNTARY                                      “Fantasy on the Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy” 
                                                                                                                          -Piet Post (1919-1979) 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                  “Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW 413 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
 



Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise 
your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and 
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING      Isaiah 6:1-8 

A reading from Isaiah. 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called 
to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” The 
pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 
And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to 
me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched 
my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 
sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



PSALM                                                                                                                         Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
 ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
 worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
 the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
 the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
 the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
The voice | of the Lord 
 bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
The voice of the Lord | shakes the wilderness; 
 the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
 the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
 give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and | to the Son, 
 and to the | Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will | be forever. 
    A | - - men. 

 
SECOND READING                                                                                       Romans 8:12-17 

A reading from Romans. 
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and 
if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                       John 3:1-17 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 



being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY                                                                                                                 Pr. Greene 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                             “God Loved the World” ELW 323 

God loved the world so that he gave  
his only Son the lost to save, 
that all who would in him believe 
should everlasting life receive. 
Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
who was made flesh and suffered death; 
all who confide in Christ alone  
are built on this chief cornerstone. 
If you are ill, if death draws near, 
this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus rescues us from death; 
that is the firmest ground of faith. 
Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
forgives all sins that you have done, 
and justified by Jesus' blood, 
your baptism grants the highest good. 
All glory to the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise now and eternally! 

 
ATHANASIAN CREED 
Whoever desires to be saved should above all 
hold to the catholic faith. 
Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken 
will doubtless perish eternally. 
Now this is the catholic faith: 

     



    That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity, 
    neither blending their persons 
    nor dividing their essence. 
        For the person of the Father is a distinct person, 
        the person of the Son is another, 
        and that of the Holy Spirit still another. 
        But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
        their glory equal, their majesty coeternal. 
What quality the Father has, the Son has, 
and the Holy Spirit has. 
        The Father is uncreated, 
        the Son is uncreated, 
        the Holy Spirit is uncreated. 
        The Father is immeasurable, 
        the Son is immeasurable, 
        the Holy Spirit is immeasurable. 
        The Father is eternal, 
        the Son is eternal, 
        the Holy Spirit is eternal. 
            And yet there are not three eternal beings; 
            there is but one eternal being. 
            So too there are not three uncreated 
   or immeasurable beings; 
            there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being. 
    Similarly, the Father is almighty, 
        the Son is almighty, 
        the Holy Spirit is almighty. 
            Yet there are not three almighty beings; 
            there is but one almighty being. 
        Thus the Father is God, 
        the Son is God, 
        the Holy Spirit is God. 
            Yet there are not three gods; 
            there is but one God. 
        Thus the Father is Lord, 
        the Son is Lord, 
        the Holy Spirit is Lord. 
            Yet there are not three lords; 
            there is but one Lord. 
    Just as Christian truth compels us 
    to confess each person individually 
    as both God and Lord, 
    so catholic religion forbids us 
    to say that there are three gods or lords. 
    The Father was neither made nor created 
    nor begotten from anyone. 
     



 
    The Son was neither made nor created; 
    he was begotten from the Father alone. 
    The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor begotten; 
    he proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    Accordingly there is one Father, not three fathers; 
    there is one Son, not three sons; 
    there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits. 
    Nothing in this trinity is before or after, 
    nothing is greater or smaller; 
    in their entirety the three persons 
    are coeternal and coequal with each other. 
    So in everything, as was said earlier, 
    we must worship their trinity in their unity 
    and their unity in their trinity. 
Anyone then who desires to be saved 
should think thus about the trinity. 
But it is necessary for eternal salvation 
that one also believe in the incarnation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully. 
Now this is the true faith: 
    That we believe and confess 
    that our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
    is both God and human, equally. 
    He is God from the essence of the Father, 
    begotten before time; 
    and he is human from the essence of his mother, 
    born in time; 
    completely God, completely human, 
    with a rational soul and human flesh; 
    equal to the Father as regards divinity, 
    less than the Father as regards humanity. 
    Although he is God and human, 
    yet Christ is not two, but one. 
    He is one, however, 
    not by his divinity being turned into flesh, 
    but by God's taking humanity to himself. 
    He is one, 
    certainly not by the blending of his essence, 
    but by the unity of his person. 
    For just as one human is both rational soul and flesh, 
    so too the one Christ is both God and human. 
    He suffered for our salvation; 
    he descended to hell; 
    he arose from the dead; 
    he ascended to heaven; 



    he is seated at the Father's right hand; 
    from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
    At his coming all people will arise bodily 
    and give an accounting of their own deeds. 
    Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 
    and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 
This is the catholic faith: 
one cannot be saved without believing it firmly and faithfully. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

OFFERTORY SONG                                                        “We Fall Down” – Chris Tomlin, 1998  
We fall down 
We lay our crowns 
At the feet of Jesus 
The greatness of mercy and love 
At the feet of Jesus 
And we cry holy holy holy 
And we cry holy holy holy 
And we cry holy holy holy is the Lamb 

MEAL 
PRAYER 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread 
from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world 
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be 



adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill 
for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own 
gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled 
with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as 
your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 



SENDING 
BLESSING  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG                                                    “Lord, I Lift Your Name On High” ELW 857 

Lord, I lift your name on high; 
Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, 
From the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high. 

FROM THE BELFRY                                           “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” ELW 414 

Holy God, we praise your name; 
Lord of all, we bow before you. 
All on earth your scepter claim, 
all in heav'n above adore you. 
Infinite your vast domain, 
everlasting is your reign. 
Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
though in essence only one; 
undivided God we claim you 
and, adoring, bend the knee 
while we own the mystery. 


